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As the 2019 school year begins I would like to welcome back 

all our families with a particular mention to our families who 

are just beginning their connection to our school with the As 

the 2019 school year begins I would like to welcome back all 

our families with a particular mention to our families who are 

just beginning their connection to our school with the 

enrolment of their first child in prep.  

“Enriching learning through opportunity” is a phrase we use to 

drive our daily work. A new school year presents us all with 

the opportunity to consider just what goals we will challenge 

ourselves with over the learning cycle. For us as a school it is 

about giving every student every opportunity to thrive. 

Our vision is strong: At Simpson Primary School, we will 

develop a caring school environment that provides an 

inclusive, respectful learning experience where every individual 

engages to be the best version of themselves. 

Our values underpin a little school with a big heart: 

“At Simpson we C.A.R.E.” 

Considerate- We consider  

Accepting- We accept 

Respectful- We respect 

 

 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

Coming up this term we will be holding our School 

Council elections. Our School Council is a legally 

constituted body that set the key budgets and directions 

of a school within statewide guidelines. Acting as a team 

the school council supports the principal to enhance the 

educational opportunities for students. Parents on 

school councils provide important viewpoints and have 

valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the 

school. This year we have 3 parent positions that will fall 

vacant due to the two –year term. Please consider taking 

on this very valued role within our school. Nominations 

for these positions are now open. Please see further 

information later in this newsletter. 

Our STEM classes are in full swing with our upper grade 

students undertaking design challenges around 

movement which will have them learn about friction and 

motion including gravity and angles. The marble courses 

in the infant grades are already providing great learning 

discussion points. 

 

 

 

 

 

CARE AWARDS  

This weeks C.A.R.E. awards were for Consideration and 

our recipients were: Xavier, Mia and Kustom 

THE FORTNIGHT AHEAD 

FEBRUARY 
 
14 Friday  Finance Sub Committee Meeting 9.30am 
  Grounds Sub Committee Meeting 10.30am 
  Education Sub Committee Meeting 12.30pm 
 
18 Tuesday  School Council Meeting 7pm 
     
19 Wednesday No School Prep Students 
 
26 Wednesday  No School Prep Students 
 
MARCH 
 
4 Wednesday No School Prep Students 
 
5 Thursday  Student Leaders Congress 
 
9 Monday  Labour Day Holiday No Students 
 
11 Wednesday Prep Students Attend School 
 
12 Thursday   Finance Sub Committee Meeting 9.30am 
   Grounds Sub Committee Meeting 
10.30am 
   Education Sub Committee Meeting  
 
13 Friday  House Sports Day 
 
17 Tuesday   AGM School Council Meeting 7pm 
 
20 Friday  Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
26 Thursday   District Aths Sports  
 
27 Friday   Last Day Term 1 , 2.30pm Finish 
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piece. In maths, students were focusing on collecting and 
using data to create bar and picture graphs and also 
completed their first pre-assessment for the topic of Place 
Value. Our integrated studies topic; Australia, was introduced 
and the students have already cut, pasted and labelled the 
Australian states and territories and identified their capital 
cities. Australian Natives was the inspiration for art, where 
students used different painting techniques to illustrate 
Australia’s Golden Wattle and Bottle Brush.  

This week our reading focus shifted from the main idea to 
facts and details, where students found directly stated 
information and used this to gain a better understanding of 
what they had read. In writing, we have begun looking at 
persuasive writing pieces with a focus on opinions and 
punctuation. In maths, we continued the topic of Place Value, 
which included a post-assessment and we also revised our 
knowledge of 2D shapes and 3D objects. Integrated studies 
took a worldly approach this week, we studied Australia’s 
position on the world map and Australia’s neighbours.  

 Next week, we will be reading information texts and focusing 
on ‘word meaning in context’. We will be continuing and 
concluding persuasive writing; students will have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding 
and persuasive writing skills through a Big Write. In maths, we 
will begin addition with a pre-assessment, and we will be 
revising measurement. In integrated studies, we will be 
researching the natural and man-made landmarks in each 
state and territory.  

FYI: On Friday afternoons 2:00-3:00pm we will be practicing 
Track and Field Events in preparation for House Sports. Any 
helpers are more than welcome! 

Cheers Miss Gappa.  

4/5/6 News 

A hectic start to the year, however all 4-6 students have 
settled quite well and are quickly adjusting to the routine of 
their new classrooms and new teacher! It is exciting to see 
how fast students have adapted which will allow them to get 
into the rich learning quite quickly. I look forward to the rest 
of the year.  

Junior School Council  

Last week classes were in the process of voting for Junior 
School Council representatives. Two members from each 
grade form the committee. These students will run various 
events throughout the year in conjunction with school leaders 
already appointed to raise money for a range of causes. Well 
done to the following students: 
Grade 6- Cooper Whiting and Eve Ayres 

Grade 5- Ellie Balcombe and Lucy Jones  

Grade 4- Renae Fitzgerald and Blake Ferrari  

Buddies  

Our Grade 4/5/6’s engaged with the Foundation and grade 1 
students for the first time on Friday in our Buddies program. 
We were able to show our foundation students what activities 
they will complete on house sports day. It was great to see our 
students being very helpful and making the new students feel 
comfortable.  

Our school is so fortunate to have an amazing library of 

books available for students to borrow. To keep these 

books in tip-top condition we ask that all students have a 

suitable waterproof book bag to take books to and from 

home safely. These are available at the school office for 

$10.00. 

P/1 News 

What a great start to the 2020 year the prep students 
had. With the help of the grade one students, they have 
settled into all school routines like pros. A big thank you 
to all parents who attended our meet and greet last 
week. All students received the information booklet on 
Thursday.  

We have been learning to learn these past three weeks. 
Talking about the rules for listening and the skills for 
learning. The grade practices these skills daily, to focus 
the learning. 

We have completed a Cold Write as a baseline for our 
years writing data and I am in the process of assessing for 
Literacy and Numeracy. 

This week in Reading, we have been improving our silent 
reading stamina and responding to texts using the main 
idea. Next week the focus will be finding directly stated 
information. 

In writing, the students have been correctly forming sen-
tences to then write. 

Maths has been “All about Me”, with the grade creating 
graphs about birthdays & letters in names. We have also 
revised Shape, with our student teacher, Emma Finlay-
son. We have had a “Number of the day” focus, counting 
the days the prep students attend. Future topics include 
Place Value and Length.  

We will be completing Art and Writing for the Heytesbury 
show in the coming weeks. 

We will be looking at Our Place in Australia for our inte-
grated studies for the next few weeks. 

Sports practice in all events is under way, preparing stu-
dents for our school house sports on Friday 13th March.  

Any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you Janine  

2/3 News 

Wow I can’t believe it’s already the end of week 3 and 
boy have we had a fabulously busy first few weeks in 
2/3G!  

During weeks one and two the students in 2/3G were 
‘learning to learn’, which meant together setting explicit 
classroom values and expectations. We then jumped 
straight back into it!  

Our reading focus was on identifying the important de-
tails in texts and using these to state the main idea. In 
writing, students completed a deconstructed 5 senses 
holiday recount and completed their first VCOP writing 



Reading Eggs  

Simpson Primary School has purchased a subscription to 
'Reading Eggspress- Reading Eggs' for our Year 4/5 Students for 
2020. This wonderful online program is designed to motivate 
and excite our students about Reading and Literacy. Students 
were issued with an individual login this week and have already 
been excited and engaged when completing the many reading 
comprehension, spelling, and grammar challenges and activities!  

The program can be accessed on most devices and we encour-
age all students to make the most of this subscription at home 
as well as at school. To access more information about the pro-
gram, please visit www.readingeggs.com  

Home Reading  

It is expected that all students in year 4 to 6 spend 15 to 20 
minutes reading each night. Reading is to be documented in 
students diaries each night with the book title and pages read. 

Thank you Miss McInnes 

Notes & Reminders 

BELL TIMES 

8:55am  Students line up ready to enter class. 
10:00am  Fruit Break (no bell)  

11:00am  Recess commences  

11:20am  Students line up 

12:25pm  Students eat in rooms 

12:30pm  Lunch Recess  

1:10pm  Yard Duty 

1:13pm  Student line up  

3:10pm  Pack-up: chairs up, rooms left tidy  

3:15pm  Dismissal: all students are dismissed 
 from bus assembly area so parents 
 wishing to collect students after 
school  should do so from bus gate 

CLASSROOM HELPERS – WWCC  

It is School Council Policy for parent helpers in the classroom 
to have a Working With Children Check (WWCC). The check is 
free for volunteers. Please inquire at the office if you wish to 
confirm our records or require assistance. Applications for 
WWCC can be found at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND – CSEF 

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or tem-
porary foster parents are eligible to apply for the CSEF. $125 
per year is paid for eligible primary school students. For more 

information please see the attached flyer. 

SUN HATS 

Hats must be worn at all times outside in the school ground 
during terms 1 & 4.  Hats are available for purchase from the 
office for $13.  All new students have been provided with a 
new hat as is our policy.  

 

NEW UNIFORM ORDERS 

New uniform orders are currently open. Please complete 
the attached order form and return to school by Thursday 
20 February. 

LUNCHES, FRUIT BREAK & WATER 

Parents are reminded of the DET and our Healthy Eating 
Policy.  Parents are asked not to send confectionary and 
soft drinks to school with the students.    

Classes stop for a fresh fruit/vegetable (bananas, apples, 
grapes, carrots) break at 10am. Students may have water 
bottles in the classrooms. Cordial, soft drink or juices are 
not acceptable during lesson times. 

LUNCH ORDERS 

Please find attached the current Lunch Order Price List. 
Lunch orders should be written clearly on an envelope, 
the correct amount of money enclosed and placed in the 
classroom lunch order basket by 9.00am each morning.  
Only items on the approved Lunch Order List should be 
ordered. Please note there are no lunch orders on Tues-
days. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

School Banking is processed on Tuesdays. Information 
packs explaining school banking have been sent home 
with students earlier this week.  

FREE FIREWOOD 

We have cypress firewood available for anyone who 
would like to make a small donation to the school. Please 
contact the school office to arrange your own pickup. 

 

 
Student Absences 

Please report any absences via the 

Skoolbag App, Note or Phone to the 

Office by 10.30am  on the morning 

of the absence. 

***It is a government requirement 

that all absences are  recorded **** 

If you require assistance with the 

SkoolBag App please come in to the 

office where we can assist you. 

 

It is important that every absence is 

recorded in a prompt manner. 



 

 

SIMPSON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ORDER FORM - SCHOOL UNIFORM– 2020 
 

 

 
ITEM PRICE SIZE QTY TOTAL PRICE 

POLO – SHORT SLEEVE $22.00  4   

 6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

HALF ZIP POLA FLEECE JUMPER $33.00  4   

 6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

FULL ZIP POLA FLEECE JUMPER $35.00  4   

 6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

CREW NECK WINDCHEATER WITH BAND $29.00  4   

 6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

TRACK SUIT PANTS $22.00  4   

  6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

GREEN & GOLD SPRAY JACKET WITH 

SIMPSON PRIMARY SCHOOL EMBROIDERED 

$ 38.00  4   

 6  

 8  

10  

12  

14  

16  

SCHOOL BAGS $ 35.00    

READER BAG – SATCHEL $  8.00    

BOTTLE GREEN BROADRIM HAT $ 10.00    

BOTTLE GREEN BUCKET HAT $13.00    

** Hat is free of charge to new students **   TOTAL  

 

All above prices include GST and embroidered logo  

 

 

NAME:...............................................................................DATE ............................... 

PAYMENT:  CHEQUE /CASH  

(Please make cheques payable to Simpson Primary School.) 



 
Lunch Order Price List 2020  

Simpson Takeaway Ph 55943255 

 
No Lunch Orders Tuesdays 

 
Rolls or Wraps 

Salad (chicken or ham)    $ 5.00 

Salad (no meat)    $ 4.00 

Ham, Cheese & Tomato   $ 4.00 

Chicken, Lettuce & Mayo  $ 4.00 

Vegemite, Cheese   $ 3.00 

Extras          .50 

Sandwiches – White, Multigrain or Wholemeal 

Salad (chicken or ham)    $ 4.50 

Salad (no meat)    $ 4.00 

Ham, Cheese & Tomato   $ 3.50 

Ham & Cheese Toastie   $ 3.50 

Egg & Lettuce    $ 3.00 

Vegemite, Peanut Butter, Cheese $ 2.00 

Toasted - Extra         .50 

Extras          .50 

Warm Wraps 

Tender Wrap – Plain Tenders, lettuce, 
tomato, cheese & sauce   $ 4.50 

Chilli Tender Wrap – Chilli Tenders, lettuce, 
tomato, cheese & sauce   $ 4.50 

Sauces – Sweet Chilli, BBQ, Tomato, Mayo, Alio,  

 

 
 

 
 
Mini 5” Extra Thin Base Pizza 
 
Hawaiian: Sauce, Ham, Pineapple   
& Cheese.    $ 4.00 
 
BBQ Chicken: Chicken, Onion &    
BBQ Sauce    $ 4.00 
 
Hot Food 

Hot Chicken & Gravy Roll  $ 5.00 

Sausage Rolls (H/Made)   $ 3.50 

Party Pies    $   .75 

Dim Sims – Steamed only  $ 1.00 

(Please specify soy sauce if required) 

Chicken Crackles        .50 

Chicken Tenders (Plain or Sweet Chilli) $ 1.50 

Chicken & Plain Salt    

Drinks 

Big M – Chocolate or Strawberry $ 2.00 

Focus Water – Blackcurrant, 
Frit Fix, Raspberry and Lemonade $ 2.00 
 
Water     $ 2.00 
 
Pure Fresha Juices – Orange, Apple 
& Apple & Blackcurrant   $ 2.50 
 
Yoghurt – Strawberry or Vanilla  $ 2.50 
 
Fruit Cups    $ 2.50 
 
Frozen Yoghurt - Strawberry or Mango $ 2.50 
 









School Council Elections 2020 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given 
powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be from 
this category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DET) employees can 
be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more 
than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automati-
cally one of these members. 

An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the 
council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible 
to be Community members. 

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating vacan-
cies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 
the direction of the school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may 
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots 
are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

standing for election as a member of the school council 

encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with oth-
ers to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each 
year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March.  

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you 
can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nomi-
nate as parents for the school council where their child is enrolled. Once the nomination form is complet-
ed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination 
Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination. If there are  



more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the 
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

 

 

Remember 

Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 

Consider standing for election to council this year 

Be sure to vote in the elections. 

Contact the principal for further information. 




