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environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Thursday 21st July 2022
Term 3 Week 2

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.

C.A.R.E. Awards
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Melissa Berry

Welcome to term 3. We have had a brilliant start to the term and I have really enjoyed talking to lots of
students about their holidays. I love seeing the excitement and smiling faces as students walk into school
after a term break. The first week of term can also be challenging after routines have been disturbed, but I
have no doubt it won’t take long to adjust back into school life. I hope all our families had a lovely winter
break.

Somers Camp
For the last 9 days, we have had Lucy, Anna and Kustom attending
Somers Camp. Somers Camp is a DET school which offers grade 5 and
6 students a range of outdoor and environmental activities over 9
days. We hope all our students are having a wonderful time making
new friends and embracing the Somers Camp experience. We look
forward to hearing about their experiences now they have returned.
Reports and Compass
Your child’s semester one written report was sent home last term.
These can also be found on Compass. I encourage you to feed your thoughts back to me directly on the
report format and information. Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held later this term. If you have any
questions regarding your child’s report, please contact their teacher. We are mandated to provide two
written reports each year that show your child’s growth and achievement over the semester. If you feel we
can do something differently, please let me know.
Please ensure that you are still able to login to your Compass account. This is our main form of
communication. Please contact the office if you cannot sign in or need help downloading the app onto
your phone.
Winter has arrived!
With our winter season finally arriving – we have noticed lots of student arriving to school without jumpers
or dressed in inappropriate uniform for the day. Just a friendly reminder to ensure that students are
dressed appropriately for the cold. In some classrooms students have been wearing slippers – you are
more than welcome to send in a pair of slippers – however the students will be responsible for their own
slippers and there is a chance they will not come home nightly.
Coughs, colds, flu like symptoms and COVID are real and present each day at school. We kindly ask parents
to keep their student’s home if they are exhibiting cold, flu or COVID like symptoms.
2022 Parent Contributions
We would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to those families who have made parent contributions this year.
We currently sit at around 60% of our families who have made full payment of the School Council
recommended contributions of $110 per student.
This money contributes to allowing us to provide resources and programs above the standard curriculum,
experiences and opportunities for our students.
Child Safety and Wellbeing at Simpson Primary School: information for families and the school
community
The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety
across organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families
and the broader school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.
Simpson Primary School has begun reviewing and updating our child safety policies and procedures to
ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. These will be available to view once endorsed
from School Council in July. Once endorsed, the school community will be informed of where they are
published for viewing. We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and
wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can
further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures, and practices.

Prep/1 News

Janine Murray

Welcome back to term 3. It is going to be another busy term with P.J Day and our 100 th day of school.
Please keep an eye out for notes about the 100th day. I have already sent home an invitation and a note
with food options for you to send along something to share on the day. Thank you to all parents who have
sent these back.
In reading we are reviewing the features of nonfiction texts. Students need to identify the characteristics
of these texts. We are using a book called ’How Cows Make Milk’ which links to our integrated studies unit.
In Writing, all students completed a recount of their favourite holiday activity. They had to say the words
and attempt to write the whole recount independently. I was very impressed with their efforts. Well done
to Harry, Jules and Penny for their efforts. See pictures below. This week our focus has been Acrostic
poems and all students have completed a poem using their name. Our next focus will be Cinquain poetry.

In maths, we have been learning about measurement, particularly length. Students know how to
accurately measure objects using informal units e.g counter, pop sticks, match sticks, blocks and paper
clips. In the next unit, our focus will be on counting to 100 and knowing numbers before and after a given
number, as well as skip counting to 100.
Thank you, Janine Murray

1/2/3 News

Maddison McInnes

I hope that everyone had a lovely and a restful break and is ready to tackle the new term. What a busy
term we have with camp, Science Week, AFL 9’s, Hoop Time and Book Week just to name a few. Busy,
busy, busy! The students have automatically got into their work routines as if there was no break at all,
which is fantastic! We have welcomed our new student Alice into our classroom, and everyone has been
showing her around the school and making her feel welcomed.
Term 3 specialist timetable
Science
Tuesday 11.25am
Art/ Library
Friday 9.00am
P.E
Wednesday 2.15pm
Chinese
Monday 1.00pm

In maths this week we have been focusing on time. We tried to make our own minute sand timers to
recognise the length of a minute, but we did not have the right sand! Students have been timing
themselves to see how many times they can write their name and date of birth in a minute and trying to
beat their total. Students have also been focusing on knowing the features of a clock and telling time to the
hour, half and quarter hour using analogue clocks. We were able to brave the weather and go outside and
practice being the minute and hour hand. We are now moving onto length and area over the next couple
of weeks.

In writing, students are focusing on poems for the next three weeks but each
week will be a different style of poem. Last week we had been focusing on
the elements of senses poetry and this week we have learnt about shape
poetry. The students have done an amazing job.
In reading we are focusing on our summarising skills as we end up retelling
the whole story! Students have focused on only picking the main characters
and 1-3 main events to retell along with the setting, beginning, middle and
end. All students have been taking books home in their reader covers to read
each day. Please ensure you listen to your child read each night or morning
and fill in their logbook. Reader covers need to be returned to school daily. I
know some students are reading chapter books, but I still need them to be
brought to school each day to ensure your child has a good fit book.
This term, like always, we would love it if any parents would like to come in and help out in the classroom.
It would be great if parents could listen to the students read. A small amount of reading each day makes an
incredible difference, even if it’s just 5 minutes! Therefore, if you have 20 minutes or even an hour spare
some time throughout the week, I would love you to come in and help. Please make sure that your
Working with Children’s Check is up to date and Tab has it on file in the office. We already have a parent
coming in on Wednesday helping us which we appreciate very much!
In Integrated Studies for the first couple of weeks, students will be learning about Discover Dairy – Picasso
Cow. We will investigate dairy cows, what they eat and where they live, a dairy cow’s basic needs and
features, why cows make milk, where our milk comes from and the features of dairy farms. Students will
then design a layout they would like to paint onto a cow statue and complete this in art.
Show and tell will be held every second week on Thursday afternoon. Show and tell is a simple speaking
and listening activity that we encourage all children to take part in. Children can bring in an item from
home that they would like to show to the group and talk about, relating to the focus of that week. Below is
an outline of what your child/ren is to bring to show and tell each week.
Thanks, Maddison McInnes.

Week 4
4/8/22
Week 6
18/8/22
Week 8
1/9/22
Week 10
15/9/22

Bring an item from your bedroom. Tell us something about it. Where did
you get it? When did you get it? Why do you like it?
What is your favourite book? Bring it in to show the class and give a short
story retell of it.
Draw a picture of something you like doing at school. Tell the class what
the activity is and why it makes you feel good.
Free choice- students are allowed to bring anything in from home to
talk about. It could be their favourite board game, toy, book or a gift
they have recently received.

4/5/6 News

Sienna Turner

What a fantastic start to Term 3.
In 4/5/6 we have been focusing on visualising and inferring characters feelings during reading. We have
started our Poetry unit. It has been amazing to see the students work so far creating ‘Bushfire’ poems in a
range of different styles. These poems will be published and collated into a 4/5/6 book.

Malka Salas

Sophie Clark

Fin Mahoney

This week in maths we are starting our work on decimal numbers. In Respectful Relationships, we have
been focusing on the power of positive ‘Self Talk’ and the difference it can have on our mindset when
things in life are challenging.
It has been awesome to welcome two new students, Ned and Cliff, to our class. Thankyou everyone for
making them feel welcome. Homework and diaries are due in on Friday each week. Students are
encouraged to practise their times tables at home. Maybe have a race, kids versus adults. Please
remember to bring your camp forms back.
Thank you, Miss Turner.

Junior School Council
Junior School Council representatives have swapped over, and we have 9 new students as well as Keisha
and Marley staying on as the grade 6 representatives. The ‘Faces of Simpson’ tea towel fundraiser raised
$525 with a small amount of tea towels still available for $15 each. If you are still interested in purchasing a
tea towel, please contact Tab at the office. The students have put together a list of wet weather toys to
buy with the money raised and these are waiting to be purchased.

The new Junior School Council are supporting National Pyjama Day this FRIDAY! Come in your favourite
pyjamas and bring along a gold coin donation to support children in care. They also have another
fundraiser in mind that will be announced next newsletter!
Thanks, Junior School Council.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Happy Birthday to the following students!
Jules and Ellen.
Please note, term bus notes are now due for any changes to travel arrangements for the term. Travel
notes will have to be re-submitted for them to apply for Term 3. New travel notes can be found attached
to the back of the newsletter or made by contacting the office.
The Settlement Supermarket will be offering lunch orders for the school, from Monday to Friday. Attached
to this newsletter is the lunch order list.
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that
the name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the
correct owners.
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass.

Community News

