
             
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart: 
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. - 

Consideration- We show consideration towards each other. 
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible. 

Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property. 
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.    
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Acting Principal: Melissa Berry 
T: 5594 3298   M: 0458 943 298 

Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au 

 
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

M Berry, A Neave, D Costin, J McVilly, L Mahoney, 
M McInnes, R Vogels, S Quarrell 

 
SCHOOL MISSION 

Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive 
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential. 

 

 

Thursday 31st March 2022 
Term 1 Week 10  

Simpson Primary School 
Enriching learning through 

opportunity 

Thank you to the following families for helping us 
complete our Pencil Project: the Ferrari family, 
the Quarrell/Rantall family, the Robb Family, and 
the Beecher Family.   

http://www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au/


Sports Day 

  



 
 

           Acting Principal                                                                             Melissa Berry                     
 
With the end of what has been one of the longest face-to-face terms we have had in a while and the school 
holidays fast approaching, I would like to thank the students, parents, and staff for what has been an 
extremely busy first term.  When I looked back to write this newsletter piece, I was shocked with the 
number of extra-curricular activities we have had; Breakfast Club, AFL Clinic, Cobden PS Sports Day, 
Simpson PS ‘Family Fun Day’, co-ordinated practice NAPLAN, Year 7 Transition visits, Parent-Teacher 
Interviews, District Athletics Day, GALS – STEM program at Deakin University, Rainbow Explosion, music 
lessons, library and art van visits and a Bushfire Evacuation Drill.  
 
Have a wonderful and safe holidays and Easter.  We look forward to seeing everyone return to school on 
Tuesday 26th April. 
 

Prep/1 News  Janine Murray 
 
I have loved receiving messages from the teachers stating how amazing the students were at our sports 
day. The action shots look amazing, along with the big smiles on their faces. I can’t wait to hear about the 
stories next week. The students this week have been working hard for Miss Hannegraaf. In spelling, we 
have introduced the sound of /d/ and dictation. Students have picked up the new sound straight away and 
are becoming familiar with the structure of a sentence.  
In writing, they have been focusing on understanding features of a character in different types of fairy 
tales. They have been introduced to the terms ‘appearance’, ‘personality’ and ‘feelings’ and are able to use 
those terms to describe characters.  
In reading, our focus has been on checking the beginning, middle and end sounds. Students need to 
remember to say the whole word, blending the beginning, middle and end. This allows students to check 
to make sure the word read makes sense and sounds right.  
I would like to thank all the parents for understanding the change of date for the parent teacher interviews 
for my grade. All times will stay the same unless I have been in contact with you. I am looking forward to 
meeting with you to discuss your child and any concerns you may have. 
Thank you, Janine Murray. 

Simpson Primary School Calendar March/April 2022 
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1/2/3 News Maddison McInnes 

It’s hard to believe the end of term is nearby. Over the term we have achieved so much as a class, and we 
have all welcomed each other into a new classroom including myself. The grade 3 students showed the 
grade 1/2 students the ropes and supported them with day-to-day activities which helped them settle in 
quicker. We were also able to complete many activities at school this term. Nothing got in the way of our 
learning and every student has given their personal best each week. I couldn’t be prouder of the students’ 
successes already and I’m excited to see what else we can achieve over the rest of the year.  

In maths, we have been focusing on addition strategies and students have been picking a strategy that 
suits them. Next week we will look at the same strategies but how we can use them for subtraction.  

In writing, we have started a new focus on persuasive writing. Students have done a great job of deciding if 
they agree or disagree on the topic and are able to give three reasons to back their decision. We are now 
focusing on adding supporting evidence to back our reasoning.  

In reading, we are focusing on coming up with an attack plan when coming across unfamiliar words. 
Students understand they have options on how they can figure out the parts of the word to be able blend 
it all back together. Each student now has an attack plan, and we are revising on being able to use it in our 
reading.  

I would like to wish the grade 3 students all the best for district sports tomorrow. Hopefully we can bring 
back a few ribbons.  

Thanks, Maddison McInnes. 

4/5/6 News Sienna Turner 

Wow, I can’t believe Term 1 is nearly over, what a massive term it has been. In the final weeks of term, we 
will be focusing on volume and capacity in our math lessons and writing persuasive pieces and being able 
to identify arguments in or writing sessions. The students loved making patterns (especially footy colour 
ones) and drawing pictures with their buddies.  
Sports Day 
Sports day was an amazing success! Well done all 4/5/6 students for dressing up and demonstrating such 
amazing leadership skills. A big thanks to all the family members that helped on the day.  
Buddy Session 
Last week in our buddy session, the grade 6’s helped the Prep/1 students build patterns. 

 
 
 



 
Wow! I cannot believe we are almost at the end of Term 1 of 2022! They do say that time flies when you’re 
having fun. 
It is such a pleasure to be working back at Simpson Primary School, and what a beautiful atmosphere we 
have created for all. 
Tutor Learning so far has been a very positive environment for those students I have worked with, ranging 
from Grade 1 to Grade 6. Tutor Learning takes place on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and it is 
wonderful to see all students involved giving 100% every session. 
Our learning focus varies from group to group. Some groups have been working on spelling strategies, 
reading comprehension, addition & subtraction mental strategies, and writing strategies. As we move into 
Term 2, these strategies will continue to change, along with the students I am working with, and I look 
forward to watching all students grow and flourish. 
Keep up the great work Simpson kids!! 
 
Jannique Hanegraaf 
 

Science/PE Naomi Marr-Vogels 

 
News from the Science Lab: 
Wow! What a busy term in science. Our Simpson Primary School scientists have spent the term exploring 
the world of physical science.   
We have covered the following topics: 

- how and why things move 

- how the human body hears and sees   

- how heat moves and how we can use it   

- how light behaves under different conditions and how it changes our perception of what we see. 

We have had a lot of fun and have been able to wow our families with some amazing facts. 
I have been so impressed with the ideas and questions students have come up with. What fantastic 
scientists we have here at our little school.  
 
News from the Simpson Sports Arena: 
On Wednesday 23rd we had our Family Fun Sports Day. What a great day!  Let me begin by thanking all 
staff, students, family and friends for being such great sports and participating in all our activities. It was 
just so fantastic to have so many families involved.  A particular highlight was the tug of war between 
parents and students. Students managed to snatch victory in a hard-fought battle which, of course, was a 
completely fair and unbiased result. 
Gold house, Wiridjil, came away with the win on the day, although all three houses should be proud of 
their efforts. Congratulations to Sophie Quarrell 
Our age groups champions for the day were as follows: 

 Girls Boys 

5/6 Dakota Fortescue Levi Davies 

7 Sophie Quarrell-Cole Ted Mahoney  

8 Ayla Crole Patrick Templeton  

9 Phyllis Smith  Andrew Templeton 

10 Malka Salas Archer Crole 

11 Ellen Whiting  

12/13 Bianca Merret-McKellar  Xander Weel 

Well done to everyone involved. 
The 4/5/6 students have written some amazing recounts about the sports day: 
 

Tutor Learning Program  Jannique Hanegraaf 



 
Family Fun Day 

It was finally sports day and we were all pumped. As we walked through the school gate we couldn’t 
control our excitement. We threw our bags in the undercover area and bolted over to the oval. We 

separated into house teams: Red, Blue, and Gold. Everyone looked crazy and spectacular in their cool 
outfits and best dressed got a $30 Rebel Sport gift card. For the first event everyone was full of energy. We 
had transitions to different events. Some of the amazing events were 3-legged race, potato race, gum boot 

throw, hurdles, sprints, vortex throw, target throw and 800 meters. By lunch we were all puffed but we 
kept on going. In a flash it was the end of the day and it was time for family events. We did tug of war and 
the parents won! Then the children! Finally, it was relay time we did parents vs children and Simpson P.S 

staff vs grade 6 kids. It was finally time to see what house won! We did age champions and then they 
announced that GOLD house won for the first time in a long time. They were so excited! Blue house came 

2nd and red house came 3rd. It was the best day ever and we would like to thank all of the teachers and 
especially Miss Marr-Vogels! As she was the one to set up all of the super cool events. We would also like 

to thank the parents that came and participated in the events. 
By Anna, Archer, Fin, Cooper, Keisha & Ollie 

 
Sports Day and Family Fun Day 

23rd of March was Sports Day and Family Fun Day. 
We all had to dress up in our house colours. Red, Blue and Gold. I was in blue house. The first event was 
800m race and only the 4/5/6 could do it. After that we got put in our age groups and did sports like egg 
and spoon, three-legged race, vortex, hurdles and my favourite, sprints.  At the end we did relays and tug 
of war vs the parents and did awards. Overall, it was a pretty fun day. Congrats on Gold house that won 

sports day. 
By Malka 

 

 

Year 6’s Taster Days 

Care Awards 



 
 
 
Happy Birthday to the following students!  
March: Viel 
April: Mabel, Jack, Evie, Chloe 

 
Last week in the yard students were excited to use the new sand pit toys we have brought. They have been 
raking and digging away all recess and lunch. In the next few weeks more sandpit toys will arrive.  
We would like to thank all the families and kinder parents who placed an order for our Hot Cross Bun 
Fundraiser. We appreciate your support. We sold 100 packets of hot cross buns allowing us to raise a total 
of $200. We will meet next week to discuss if we would like to buy more sand pit toys or put it towards a 
new basketball backboard. Just a reminder that the delivery of the hot cross buns will be the 5th of April. 
Due to having a lot of extra activities during the term we have only just been able to finalise our self-
portraits for our tea towel fundraiser. This fundraiser will happen next term instead. Sorry for any 
inconvenience.  

 

 
Just a reminder that Term 2 will start on Tuesday April the 26th. 
 
Starting Term 2, Simpson Takeaway have advised us that lunch orders will now ONLY be on Mondays & 
Fridays. 
 
If you would like new school uniform before School Photo Day (the 28th of April), please have order forms 
in by Monday the 4th of April. Please contact the office if you require an order form. 
 
MSP Photography envelopes should arrive next week, 5000 6000and we will send them home with 
students.  
 
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App.  If you have any problems, please refer to your 
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until 
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am 
 
Starting 1st March, could all bus notes/changes & early pickups, please be submitted using one the 
following ways: 

Junior School Council 

Notes & Annual Reminders 



- Emailed to the school email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

- Send an SMS through to the school mobile: 0458 943 298 

- Send a written note in with your child/ren. 

Please ensure any changes are made before 10.30am.   
 
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to 
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass. 
 

 Sounds Write 
 
Our school implements the Sounds-Write program as part of a balanced Literacy 
Program. Sounds-Write involves daily explicit teaching and practice in phonological 
awareness and phonic knowledge skills and understandings. 
  
Sounds-Write is effective in teaching pupils to read, spell and write, because it starts from what all children 
know from a very early age - the sounds of their own language. From there, it takes them in carefully 
sequenced, incremental steps and teaches them how each of the 44 or so sounds in the English language 
can be spelt. The words used in the teaching process and the conceptual knowledge of how the alphabet 
code works are introduced from simple to complex, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 
psychological learning theory. 
  
Sounds-Write provides opportunities for practising skills on a daily basis until pupils achieve the 
automaticity required for fluent reading and spelling. 
 
Sounds-Write are offering a ‘FREE’ parents and carers course. I encourage you to access the course. It runs 
for approximately 1 hour each. It will give you more information of how we teach phonics, reading and 
writing at Simpson Primary.   
 
Next term, we will be holding a parent session for you to come in and see how lessons run.  More 
information about that will come out next term.   



 

Community News  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


