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Simpson Primary School
Enriching learning through
opportunity

Thursday 17th February 2022
Term 1 Week 4

Thank you to our wonderful Parent
Helpers with Breakfast Club
P/1 Science with Ms Marr Vogels

All our grade 6 students are super excited to have
received their special year 6 school tops. Thank you
so much to Tabatha and Hip Pocket for organising
them. They look amazing
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Tutor Learning
Our learning support program has commenced with Mrs Hanegraaf. Students will work in small groups,
receiving three sessions per week. Identification of students has been made through the use of 2021
teacher judgement using existing classroom-based observation and end of year DET assessments. If your
child has not been included in this first intake this does not necessarily mean that they will not be. All
students have been assessed and prioritised in accordance to learning growth measured by formal and

informal assessments. If you have any concerns or questions about this, please speak to your child’s class
teacher.
RAT tests
These have been sent home with students. Announced today was the extension for the rest of Term 1 to
the testing. We ask that students are tested twice a week and you only need to inform the school with a
positive result. This testing is done to keep everyone safe. I know there will be positive cases in our and
surrounding communities. If there are cases at the school, parents will be informed via email.
We have our air purifiers located around the school and I thank all the students for wearing masks on the
buses and in the classrooms.
Parent Payment Arrangement - Curriculum Contributions
At this time of the year, School Council assists in preparation and review of the budgets for the year ahead.
Part of the income that is essential for our school to provide a broad education is the Parent Payment
Curriculum Contributions component. The school is grateful to families for recognising the importance of
extra curricula activities, by paying the Curriculum Contributions and for the large number of families that
support the school in a number of other areas in a voluntary capacity using their time and skills to provide
opportunity for our students to have more experiences that is not possible with government funding
alone. We look forward to your contribution and the benefits we see for our students in their education.
Compass
Communication from the school will begin to occur via Compass. Please ensure that you are able to login
and access your student's profile, the school calendar and notifications have been turned on. You will also
be able to add attendance notes via Compass on your phone. A parent information session will be held on
Thursday 24th February at 2pm. Please register your name with the office. We will advise you when we will
cease using SkoolBag.
Taste of Secondary Life
On Tuesday 22nd March, the Year 6 students have been invited to Timboon P-12 School, to have a ‘taste’ of
secondary life. The students would be involved in various classes for the day with the students from Year 6
at Timboon. I will transport and accompany the students on the day. Further information about this will be
sent home closer to the date.
Year 7 2023 Timboon P-12 Open night
Monday March 28th
Further information will be sent home closer to the date.
Please remember my door is always open, please reach out and ask for help if you need it.
Melissa Berry

Janine Murray, Maddison McInnes, Sienna Turner & Naomi Marr-Vogels
P/1 News
Wow, our third full week has come and gone and my grade are pros at our daily routines. All assessments
are just about complete. Thank you to all prep parents for supporting the Wednesday timetable for the
prep assessments.
In reading we have been learning to, “Keep our eyes on the words” and “Linger Finger” to ensure we pay
attention to the words and the pictures for important details.

In writing, students are planning recounts by using the strategy, “Talk as you Draw”. This ensures they
include when, where, who and what in their planning. They then label the pictures or I scribe for the prep
students.
In maths, our focus has been numbers. Making and matching numerals to numbers.
I have 3 jumpers in my office. One has Notter on it, size 6, another Kaiden Teal, size 6 and the third, brand
new with no name, size 4. Please let me know if they are your child’s.
You will have noticed that I pasted passwords for Reading Eggs and Essential Assessment Numeracy in the
front of their Home Reading Log. Please feel free to log in and access these programs at home.
Buddies
Ms Turner and I have been conducting a buddy session weekly on a Friday. After this session we head
outside and eat lunch together. All grade 4/5/6 students have a buddy to work with. My grade look
forward to these sessions and the 4/5/6 students are doing a lovely job supporting their buddy. In the past
2 weeks we have had a games and an art session.

1/2/3 News
It is exciting to see how fast students have adapted which has allowed them to get into the rich learning
quite quickly. We have finished all our testing and I thank the students for their patience throughout this
process. In writing we have been focusing on features of a recount. This allows students to ensure they
have stated 3 items they did for the recount topic as well as ensuring their tense is correct. In maths we
have be able to go outside and enjoy the sunshine when it is out. We have focused on counting to 100,
1000 and 10,000 as well as odd and even numbers.
All students have been taking books home in their reader covers to read each day. Please ensure you listen
to your child read each night or morning and fill in their logbook. Reader covers need to be returned to

school daily. It has been fantastic to see most students get straight back into a consistent home reading
routine.

Homework

As you would have seen by now your child/ren came home with a homework book yesterday. This will
become a regular thing in our classroom. This allows your child to revise what is being taught in the class.
Homework is due in every Wednesday. Homework will consist of reading comprehension, maths and
spelling. Each week the homework will change depending on the need of your child that week. If your child
does not understand a question, they are more than welcome to leave it and come talk to me at school
and I will help them through it.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate, and ask.
Thanks Maddi
4/5/6 News

Buddies

Wow, working with our buddies has been a lot of fun over the last couple of weeks! We have done three
outdoor games including duck, duck goose, bean bag toss and tiggy. We have also done an indoor activity
that was a paper dot wall mural. We also had lunch with our buddies a few times under the trees. We are
positive that it has been great fun for everyone. We can’t wait to have more time and fun with our buddies.
By Keisha and Anna (Grade 6)

PE News

Athletics day Wednesday 9th March.
This year our upper department students (Grade three to six) will once again be joining Cobden Primary
School on their athletics day. The day will begin at 9:30 am at the Cobden football oval. We will need as
many parent helpers as possible to make this day a success.
If you are able to help out, please let us know asap.
Simpson Family Fun Day
Our own ‘Athletics/Family fun day’ will be held at Simpson Primary School on the 23 rd of March. This is a
whole school activity which will combine traditional athletic events with various other fun activities.
Parents are welcome to attend, and we would love to see you there.
More details on both events to come.

Happy Birthday to the following students!
February: Harry, Malka
March: Jordan, Logan, Sophie, Loklun, Avannah, Viel

Junior School Council
After our meeting the other week we have decided to run two fundraisers this term. We are having a
casual clothes day next Thursday 24th of Feb. It will be a gold coin donation for the day.
Each grade has been busy drawing self-portraits in their class. These self-portraits will be then transferred
onto a tea towel for anyone to purchase. This will be a nice keepsake for many years to come. More details

on the purchase of tea towels will be given out in the next couple of weeks once the production of the
towels are processed.
All money raised from the casual clothes day and tea towel fundraiser will go towards purchasing new toys
for the sandpit as we believe they have defiantly been well used.

Junior School Council

Casual clothes day!
Thursday 24th of Feb
Gold coin donation.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Visitor QR Sign In
All parents or visitors who are coming into the school for more than 15 minutes, are required to sign in
using the QR code at all entrance points and show your vaccination status. You will also need to sign in and
out of the visitor register at the office. This is part of our Covid Safe Plan and it also allows us to account for
you in the event of an emergency.
Compass Information Session
Compass Information went home with students last week, along with Parent logon and instructions.
We will be holding an information session on Thursday 24th February, from 2 -3pm please ensure you have
Compass loaded on your device for this session register your attendance by phoning the office. (Compass
will replace Skoolbag)

Community News

HEYTESBURY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INC
A2091 ABN 42683150849

VAS COMPETITION HOMECRAFT PAVILION
SATURDAY 26TH February 2022
SIMPSON COMMUINITY HUB.
ENTRIES
•
•
•
•
•

Rich Fruit cake
Carrot Cake
Wearable Vest-fully lined with embellishments
Crochet – 3D item no more than 50cm on any side
Patchwork-hand or machine pieced no more than 1m on any side
Knitted garment for child ages 3-5 years
• Hand Embroidery (no cross stitch)
• Cross Stitch no more than 60cm on any side minimal embellishment
• Photography Animal/s in action no larger than 20x30cm

Juniors
• Boiled fruit cake
• Carrot and date muffins
• Photography Animal/s in action no larger than 20x30cm

Entries $1 per each
Entries to and for further information regarding each item and recipes please
contact Sue Stevens 0427 352588
Entries to be delivered to Simpson Community Hub between
10-10.30am on Saturday 26th February

