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Simpson Primary School
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Thursday 3rd March 2022
Term 1 Week 6

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.
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Acting Principal

Melissa Berry

This week we held our first whole school assembly for the year. It was led amazingly by our house
captains. Congratulations to those who spoke, as it is a nerve-wracking experience. Congratulations also
must go to our students who received C.A.R.E awards.
School Council
Following the completion of our School Council nomination process I would like to declare that Amanda
Neave, Rebecca Vogels, David Costin and Sharyn Quarrell have been elected unopposed to join our 2021
Council. Our first meeting of the new council will be on Tuesday 22nd March when office bearers and co-

options will be considered.
I would like to acknowledge and thank Colin Costin for his efforts and work undertaken for the School
during his time on School Council.
Covid update
Late last week changes were announced to Covid safe procedures. Upon entry to the school, QR check-in is
NO longer.
It is still mandatory for students in years 3-6 to wear a mask when they are inside at school. Please ensure
you send your child to school with a mask each day as we have limited supplies. Masks for years Prep-2 are
highly recommended. Masks are not required to be worn by students when they are playing outside or
participating in Physical Education and sport.
The availability of free rapid antigen tests (RAT) for screening has also been extended until the end of term.
It is anticipated an additional 24 million RATs will be provided to schools and early childhood settings to
continue to support early detection and prevent infection, for use at home. The need for this program will
continue to be monitored and may end earlier based on health advice. This is great news and will mean
we’re able to continue identifying COVID-19 cases as early as possible, reducing the impact on our school
and individuals. We will continue to send home rapid antigen tests fortnightly with your children.
All visitors onsite must be double vaccinated. Please don’t be offended if you are asked to show evidence
of your vaccination status. It’s more important than ever that adults in our school community treat each
other with respect and kindness.
Professional Learning
School Council has approved next Monday 7th March as a student free day. Staff will be participating in
professional learning on data walls, which is a focus in our AIP. No students are required on this day.
Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent Teacher Interviews will take place on the 30th of March from 8:30am till 3:30pm. Bookings for these
will be made available shortly.

Janine Murray, Maddison McInnes, Sienna Turner & Naomi Marr-Vogels
P/1 News
We attended our first assembly this week and my grade did a great job of listening and responding to the
grade 6 leaders. We are learning to sing the national anthem and the oath as well as developing our
acknowledgement to country. Congratulations to my C.A.R.E award winner Landon for always being
engaged and ready to learn.

In reading, we have been learning to, ”Step across the page and tell what is happening using the pictures”
before reading. Then we read the words to see if we were correct. This tunes the students into what is
happening on the page and they use words that they will be reading.
In writing, we are being introduced to narratives in the form of fairytales. In the coming weeks, students
will develop a character and setting for narrative.
In maths, our focus is recognizing groups of objects without counting- subitizing. Students need to be
familiar with dots patterns for numbers to 6 (on a dice) and then 10.
1/2/3 News
Halfway through the term all ready and hasn’t it flown! We have been busy skipping counting by 4’s, 5’s,
6’s and 10’s in maths. We are able to identify the pattern when skip counting and use that strategy to
count into the hundreds. We were lucky enough to work with Mrs Murrays students last week and work on
patterns. The students had great fun challenging each other. A few students tricked their partner with a
couple of patterns.
In writing we have started our narrative unit. We are focusing on fairy tales and identify what a narrative
needs. Students can identify the setting, characters, problem and the solution. I look forward to where our
imagination will take us in the next few weeks with our writing.
In reading we are focusing on strategies we can use to help us slow down and ensure we are reading what
is on the page and not skipping or adding words in. Students have done a great job self-correcting regularly
since reviewing these reading strategies.
I would like to thank all the parents who have done an amazing job with completing the homework.
Everyone remembered to bring it back by Wednesday! Please remember that the homework set for your
child will be different to the rest of the class as it is based on their needs for the week. The work is revision,
it’s meant to be easier as the student is just revising the work. This allows homework to be a more
enjoyable process for everyone. As a parent you shouldn’t teach to the homework. If this is the case,
please let me know.
All students have been taking books home in their reader covers to read each day. Please ensure you listen
to your child reads each night or morning and fill in their logbook. Reader covers need to be returned to
school daily. I know some students are reading chapter books, but I still need them to be brought to school
each day to ensure your child has a good fit book.
AFL Clinic- P-3
On Monday, the Prep to grade 3 students had a visit from Geelong CATS player, Darcy Moloney. Darcy
taught the students the skills of kicking, marking and handballing. They then used these skills in a game.

4/5/6 News
In grade 4/5/6 we have been learning how to use a character voice during reading. We will be performing a
spoken play to the other classes so they can hear our amazing character voices for Alice in Wonderland
and Jack and the Beanstalk.
In mathematics we have been working on 2D and 3D shapes; including area of shapes, nets, properties and
building crazy shapes.
For writing we have been drafting and editing a narrative piece and students are using their laptops to
publish their good copy.
Last week we had our final buddy session. We enjoyed drawing with chalk and playing on the big
playground. We have really enjoyed spending time with our buddies.

Happy Birthday to the following students!
March: Jordan, Logan, Sophie, Loklun, Avannah, Viel

Athletics day Wednesday 9th March.
This year our upper department students (Grade three to six) will once again be joining Cobden Primary
School on their athletics day. The day will begin at 9:30 am at the Cobden football oval. We will need as
many parent helpers as possible to make this day a success.

If you are able to help out, please let us know asap.
Simpson Family Fun Day
Our own ‘Athletics/Family fun day’ will be held at Simpson Primary School on the 23 rd of March. This is a
whole school activity which will combine traditional athletic events with various other fun activities.
Parents are welcome to attend, and we would love to see you there.
More details on both events to come.
District Athletics Day
st
District Athletics day is Friday 1 April. The 1500 metre event is optional, those students who wish to
compete in this event will need to see Ms Marr-Vogels ASAP so that training can be organised. The 1500
metre event will start at 8.30am and students will need to organise their own transport. All other details
for events to follow closer to the date.

Junior School Council
We would like to thank all the families in the school for supporting our out of uniform day last Thursday.
We raised $93.50 in total. This money will be spent on getting toys for the sandpit. Junior School Council
will be holding a meeting Friday at recess. This is to discuss more about the tea towel fundraiser of when
they will be ready and a set price. More details will be sent out next week.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Starting 1st March, could all bus notes/changes & early pick ups, please be submitted using one the
following ways:
Emailed to the school email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Send an SMS through to the school mobile 0458 943 298
Send a written note in with your child/ren.
Please ensure any changes are made before 10.30am.
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass
TOONSHOOL Growth Mindset Incursion with JOFFA
For those who are yet to pay Voluntary Contributions the cost of this incursion is $10.00 The cost for all
Incursions for the year is $30.00 as per our Parent Payment Policy. If you require a copy of the Policy
please contact the school office

Community News

