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SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Simpson Primary School
Enriching learning through
opportunity

Thursday 17th March 2022
Term 1 Week 8

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.
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WOW!!! Can you believe there is only 3 weeks left of Term 1! It has flown by, yet it is one of our longest
Term 1’s (11 weeks) in a long while. Thank you to families who are keeping sick children at home. Please
remember to add an attendance note on Compass if your child/ren is/are away.
Parent Teacher Student Interviews
It is with great excitement that we announce that we will have face to face parent teacher student
interviews on Wednesday 30th March (for those parents/carers who are fully vaccinated or have a valid
medical exemption). On this day, students will attend school as normal and attend their interview with
their parent/carer. Bookings are open online via Compass. Webex meetings will be available upon request,
please contact your child’s teacher to arrange this.
Family Fun Day
The Family Fun Day will be held on Wednesday 23rd March, on the oval. Students have been preparing in
their PE and sports sessions over the last few weeks and are ready to go. On the day, students are
encouraged to wear comfortable sports clothes in the colour of their house (Red, Blue, or Gold house).

There will be a prize for the best dressed student. Each child’s house is identified on Compass, but if you
have any questions, please contact the classroom teacher.
Parents and relatives will be able to attend as the event will be outside. We will be looking for volunteers
to assist with the BBQ and at the events, so if you are able to assist for an hour or more, please let a
Parents Club rep know. We do ask that all visitors that choose to attend please adhere to good
sportsmanship behaviour. The focus is on the child's efforts and performance rather than the overall
outcome of the event.
With the Family Fun Day being one of the first community events in quite a while, can I remind parents of
our policy around photographs and filming at sporting events.
Simpson Primary School requests that parents/carers, students and invited guests who photograph, film or
record school activities only do so for their own personal use and do not publish the images in any form,
including on social media, without the prior consent of persons whose children also appear in the
images. Neither the school nor the Department own or control any images of students taken by
parents/carers, students or their invited guests at school activities.
Athletics Day
Our year 3-6 students headed over to Cobden to join in the athletics competition for Cobden Primary
School last Wednesday. I have had numerous comments about how beautifully behaved and respectful our
students were throughout the day. Thanks so much to Naomi, Maddi, Sienna and Abbey and the team of
parent helpers and encouragers. Our kids had a great day of competition, and we thank Cobden PS for
allowing us to join their event for the training hit out prior to the District Aths on Friday 1st April.
For the District Aths Day, the 1500 metre event is optional, those students who wish to compete in this
event will need to see Ms Marr-Vogels ASAP so that training can be organised. The 1500 metre event will
start at 8.30am and students will need to organise their own transport.
Breakfast Club
I would like to acknowledge recent comments made to me about our students at Breakfast Club. It is very
pleasing to hear from our parent helpers that our students are very well mannered and polite during
Breakfast Club. Well done Simpson PS students.
Transition to Year 7
Over the next 3 weeks, our Year 6 students will be involved in 3 ‘taste of secondary’ experiences. From all
the chatter in the playground and classroom around what they think it might be like and what they will
see, makes me believe they are excited about the next chapter of their schooling beginning. Thank you to
Timboon P-12 and Cobden Technical School for including us in your transition programs.
Rainbow Explosion Fun Run
The Rainbow Explosion Fun Run will be held on Thursday 7th April, starting at 1.30pm so get ready to be to
be painted all the colours of the rainbow!!
This fun event will see students making their way through a course full of fun, colour and music. Our
student voice has told us that the installation of new basketball backboards and rings is something that is
desired and therefore all funds raised through sponsorship donations will help make this project a reality.
Thank you so much to all families and friends who have sponsored the students- your generosity is greatly
appreciated.
What is a Rainbow Explosion Fun Run?
The Rainbow Explosion Fun Run is an event where students run or walk around the oval through several
stations. Whilst running they are sprayed from head to toe in different coloured non-toxic, gluten free
powders. Wear white at the start line… and finish doused in all the colours of the rainbow! This event is all
about connecting with the staff and promoting community and fitness in a fun environment, whilst raising
money for our amazing school at the same time. All sponsorship is processed online, meaning your friends
and family who live far away can also sponsor you.

What to bring
A white T-shirt **Please note the colour will probably not wash out, so if you don’t have an old shirt to
wear, you can purchase one for $2.50 at Kmart, or slightly more from Target, Best & Less or similar.
A water bottle and towel per student (named please)
We wish to see as many spectators and volunteers as possible! Can’t wait to see you all!

Janine Murray, Maddison McInnes, Sienna Turner & Naomi Marr-Vogels
P/1 News
Thank you to all parents who are regularly hearing their child read and writing in the reading logbook. You
will have noticed your child is bringing home a decodable reader.

Please encourage them to read the words by pointing and saying the sounds, then blending the sounds to
say the whole word. I am noticing the students are memorizing the words and so are not attending to the
sounds and then the word. They need to point, say the sounds, then blend them and read the word.
In reading, we have been learning to look at the characters in the story and ask, ‘What are they doing?
What are they saying?’ This strategy helps the students to tune into what is happening before we read.
In writing, we are being introduced to narratives in the form of fairy tales. We have learned about the parts
of a story using the ‘The Hare and The Tortoise’. Students should be able to tell you the beginning, middle
and end as well as the characters and what the story was mostly about.
In maths, our focus has been on time and the sequence of time over a day. We have looked at time words
such as: day, night, morning, afternoon, yesterday, today, and tomorrow. We are also looking at number
words to 10 and the numeral for the number. As well as numbers before or after a given number and
ordering numbers correctly, both forwards and backwards. We are moving towards the numbers to 20.
Please remember to log onto Compass and book a time for your Parent Teacher Interview. I am looking
forward to meeting with you to discuss your child and any concerns you may have.
Thank you, Janine Murray
1/2/3 News
It has been another hectic week, with Labour Day, Breakfast Club, as well as finishing off high jump to
finish counting up the points from the Cobden Sports, but we have gotten through it! We were blessed
with some wonderful weather at the Cobden Sports Day. The students displayed excellent skills that they
had been working on over the last few weeks with Miss Marr-Vogels. I am very proud of every single
student that went and represented Simpson. I would also like to thank the parent helpers that came along
on the day. Without your help the day would not have been able to run, I thank you for your time. I wish all
the students going onto the next level all the best of luck. Below are Phyllis and Dion’s recount about the
sports day.
Yes! It was sports day, and I was so excited! After we got on the bus with the teachers, we saw Cobden walking to
the oval. Miss McInnes said to stare them down.
At Cobden the activity we did was shot put. I thought to myself this will be pretty hard. But in the end, I got a third
place ribbon.

Next, we did sprints. After we finished Harry and I were talking about the race when I found out that I came 4th
overall.
Lastly, we had hurdles and I finally came first! It was an amazing race. I bet Josh, Harry and Andrew by three
seconds! In the end I had a total blast.
By Dion

Tiring Sports
Wednesday was finally an amazing day for the middle of the week but… bus 2 had the worst possible arriving time.
Bus two was so late we only had one minute to change our tops. I was dragging my bag along the concrete saying,
“traffic sucks.”
We all went on the bus. I was hoping to sit next to someone, but I did not. I ended up talking to Malka. Ellen and
Chloe for the rest of the trip.
Once we arrived, I ran as fast as I could out of the bus. Miss McInnes told us to go next to the canteen where the
Cobden kids were. When we got to our spot, we had some fruit. After eating the nine-year-old girls were walking
down to shot put. We all had a go. I threw the furthest and for first place.
After we had a go at the 200-metre race. Peyton ran as fast as a rocket. I came second place. Then we started discus.
I was the furthest and won first place again! we then had sprints and I couldn’t believe I bet Peyton! That means I
came first place!
Finally, we had hurdles and I came first by two flipping seconds! It was so fun and I hope I go onto Camperdown.
By Phyllis

In writing we are focusing on identifying if our writing pieces have the structure of a narrative
(introduction, complication, solution) as well as building on our sentences to up level them.
In maths this week, we have been focusing on 3D shapes and identifying how many edges, corners and
faces each shape has. Students have made their own 3D shapes using nets and then highlighting the edges,
corners and faces.
In reading, we are focusing on coming up with a plan of attack when coming across unfamiliar words. This
is allowing students to find a strategy that works for them. Already we have found that a common strategy
is blending our sounds and looking for smaller words inside the work.
The tutoring program has kicked off for the second cycle with a new group of students this week to help
support them in attaining their learning goals, and I’m excited to see the growth in learning that the
tutoring program helps to facilitate. In such a short time I have already noticed the difference it has made
from our first cycle. A letter will be sent home with your child to explain the focus I have set with your child
and where to go to next. At parent teacher interviews we will go over this in more detail.
Thanks Maddi
4/5/6 News
We have been super busy in the 4/5/6 classroom for the last couple of weeks. The students have been
focusing on what we can learn from characters in different books. We are nearly finished creating our
children’s story books which we are extremely excited to read to our buddies in the Prep/1 class. For
maths we have been working hard on drawing/creating houses to calculate area and perimeter.

I would like to congratulate all the students in my class for an awesome effort at the Cobden Sports Day. I
was really proud of your leadership and persistence.
Miss Turner.
Happy Birthday to the following students!
March: Sophie, Loklun, Avannah, Viel.

Junior School Council
Junior School Council Hot Cross Bun Drive
Easter is a hop, skip and a jump away and the Junior School Council would love you to support their Hot
Cross Bun Fundraiser. Orders and payment are due the 25th of March and delivery of the hot cross buns
will be the 5th of April. Every family will have received an order form and spare order forms can be found at
the office.
Thanks, Junior School Council.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Starting 1st March, could all bus notes/changes & early pickups, please be submitted using one the
following ways:
Emailed to the school email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Send an SMS through to the school mobile: 0458 943 298
Send a written note in with your child/ren.
Please ensure any changes are made before 10.30am.
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass
TOONSHOOL Growth Mindset Incursion with JOFFA
For those who are yet to pay Voluntary Contributions the cost of this incursion is $10.00. The cost for all
Incursions for the year is $30.00 as per our Parent Payment Policy. If you require a copy of the Policy,
please contact the school office

Community News

