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Thursday 18th March 2021
April

DATES TO REMEMEBER

Thursday 1st

Last Day Term 1

(2.30pm Finish)

Tuesday 23rd

Swimming

Monday 19th

Term 2 Begins

Wednesday 24th

Parent Teacher Interviews (Timetable attached)

Thursday 29th

School Photo Day

Thursday 25th

Aus Kick Prep –2 (Note Change of Date)

May

Friday 26th

Annual Report to the Community Meeting 10.30am

Friday 7th

Division Aths

Cross Country 11.15am

Friday 14th

District Cross Country

Monday 31st

Regional Cross Country

Swimming Fun

Parents Club
Easter Raffle
1st Prize: Easter Hamper
2nd Prize: Easter Hamper
3rd Prize: Easter Hamper
Ticket price: $2.00 or 3 for $5.00
Drawn 1st April 2021

Principal Report

The term has really flown by with all classrooms now settled into their learning routines. We have Parent teacher interviews,
where goals and learning strategies will be shared with families, scheduled for Wednesday 24th of March starting at 1pm.
This is not a pupil free day and the students will be at school working together while the teachers are free for interviews. The
times are published in this newsletter. If your time doesn’t suit please contact us here at school so that an alternate can be
arranged. It is an expectation that all families will attend these vital interviews.
Our School Council Election of Office Bearers has been completed with the 2021 council consisting of:
President: Amanda Neave, Treasurer: Bek Vogels, Parent Representatives: Lorraine Mahoney, Jamie McVilly, Sharyn Quarrell,
Community representative: David Costin and DET representatives: Tamara Gappa & Maddison McInnes. The Council have also
decided to opt for a further community member co-option asking if Colin Costin will remain on council even though the family
have re-located. We should know in a few weeks if this is possible so we won’t say farewell just yet to Colin.
A School Councillor is a vital link between the school and its community and in many ways the custodian of the site and facilities for current and future families who will entrust their child’s learning to the School. By putting your hand up you are saying that you will work with the school for the best possible outcome for every child who attends the school. It is very much a
community service you are performing. Thank-you to all for their commitment to the school.
I would like to acknowledge the efforts and work undertaken for School Council by Tabatha Robb who completes her term on
council after 8 years serving as a community rep, a parent rep and then a DET rep in that time. We are so lucky to have her
with us. Both Kelly Notter and Nicole Booley have vacated their positions on council and I would like to thank them for their
contribution to the council as well.
Our Annual Report to the School Community for the 2020 year is now finalized. If you are interested in hearing about how we
performed over the 2020 year I will be holding a meeting on Friday 26th of March at 10:30 for anyone interested. This is just
prior to the school cross country so that volunteers can stay on and help out, cheering on the runners, who head off at 11:25
for the Simpson Rec Reserve for the fun to begin.

Breakfast club continues to be a highlight for our students as they share a meal with their school mates. At this stage the program is mostly funded through a DET grant and food is supplied via Food Bank Australia. Our outlay is the bread and butter
along with the need to set up plates, spoons and toasters. We are very fortunate to have some magnificent kitchen helpers:
Amanda, Sharyn, Shiralee, Stacey, Tabatha and Mandy helping out for 45mins each week. We are still open to others joining
as many hands make light work and help the kids head off to class ready for a great day.
Last newsletter we missed a very special thank-you for Emma Hamilton who was a wonderful helper all day at the Cobden
sports event. I do apologise for my error in missing to mention Emma’s help. Lucky for us she has already volunteered to help
out on District Aths Day. We will taking a mini-bus over to the Camperdown Sports for the 10 students who indicated they
needed transport on the day. All other families will meet us at the Camperdown Little Athletics oval. More information will
follow.

Prep/1 News
P/1M News
Wow! Week 8 of an extremely busy term for all concerned!
We have continued to look at Nick Bland books to identify the beginning, middle and end of the stories, the other features of
narrative writing. This helps students to retell stories they have heard or read, either orally or by drawing or writing.
We are up to day 30 at school for the prep students and all have become very adept at identifying numbers before and after, is
it odd or even? tally marks for the number, the tens frame array and numbers that make up the number. The grade one students can tell me ten more or ten less than the number and identify what the two digits in the number represent.
We have just completed a pre test on Place Value, with this unit continuing until the end of the term. A focus will be efficient
counting strategies, number lines and charts and representing a numeral with concrete materials.
Swimming has been really great. The students enjoy their lessons but love the free time after the lesson to play in the water
park and pools.
Chinese lessons began last week with the students learning to say hello and my name is. Our lesson is on Wednesday’s and our
teacher is Mabel.
I am super impressed with the resilience of the prep students who, even though they have been tired following swimming,
continue to try their hardest each day in each learning session.
Our buddy sessions have seen the students plant out the “Woolies Seed Pods” in preparation for planting in the garden.
Thank you, Janine

Junior School Council 80’s Dress Up

2/3G News
What! Only 2 weeks to go!
2/3G’s in-depth author study on Aaron Blabey really helped us to plan and write our very own Pig the Pug stories. And boy
2/3G have truly done an amazing job! We published our Pig stories by typing them into a word document, printing and adding
an illustration. An image of all our published Pig stories are on the 2/3G webpage for anyone to read. To finish the term we
will be reviewing procedural writing.
Our reading groups are well under way. Our reading focuses have moved from making connections into making inferences and
identifying the main idea and supporting details. We have also had an emphasis on reviewing our Oxford Sight Words and will
continue this through to the end of term too.
For the remainder of the term we will be continuing Place Value as our maths topic. We will be focusing on counting patterns,
number lines, writing numbers as words and expanding numbers into hundreds, tens and ones e.g. 635 is 600+30+5.
Studying the human body has been a huge hit in 2/3G. The students have really enjoyed ‘guessing’ where the bones and organs are in our body. Some of our skeleton and organs pre-tests will really make you laugh… To end term 1, we will now learn
about the main organs, their functions and where they are in our bodies.
After one or two late returns, another set of year 3 homework has been sent home. If there are any concerns regarding
homework please let me know and please highlight or identify any questions your child needed assistance with.
Thank You,
Miss Gappa.

4/5/6 News
It has been another hectic week, with breakfast club, swimming as well as finishing off high jump to finish counting up the
points from the Cobden sports, but we have gotten through it!
In writing we have been focusing on, our opening sentences and adding in descriptive words. This has now led us into competing in a writing competition that is held all over Australia. We are in the final stages of editing and typing up our good
copy. I look forward to sharing the stories with you at parent teacher interviews.
In maths, the last few weeks I have been blown away with our grade. They all trying their very best, especially because I
have been pushing them to their extreme and completing grade 6 work. We have been focusing on ordering negative and
positive integers as well adding them together. I would encourage parents to talk about positive and negative integers
around the home to just remind them where we see them in real life.
We have loved our integrated studies this term, just wish we could do it all year! Last week our students presented their
poster to the grade. All students did an amazing job and spoke loud and clearly as well as presenting some intriguing information. This week we have moved on to new groups and we are now covering the liver, heart, kidneys and the lungs. If
you are ever in the school please come down and have a look at our posters in the corridor.
A reminder that homework is handed out on a Monday and needs to be returned the following Monday. I correct them
and hand them back straight away. Everyone is doing an amazing job. If your child is having any troubles with the homework, they are able to bring it to me any time during the week and I can help them. Next week I will be holding student’s
back at lunch on Monday, for those who haven’t completed all the required sheets from the start of the term. Next term,
the grade 5 student’s homework will be preparing them for Naplan, just so they are used to the format of the test.
Thanks Miss McInnes

