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Simpson Primary School
Enriching learning through
opportunity

SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Friday 6th May 2022
Term 2 Week 2

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.
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ANZAC Ceremony
I would like to thank Debra Smith from the Community Centre for all her organisation for the ANZAC
Ceremony. The students spoke extremely well and were very respectful during the service.

Breakfast Club
I would like to thank Saputo, Warrnambool Cheese and Butter and Fonterra for their breakfast Club
donations. The students have enjoyed their ‘special treats’.
Staff Professional Learning
On Friday 20th May, all staff will be attending professional learning in Warrnambool. Staff are entitled to 1
Professional Practice Day per term. No classes will run on this day.
The work undertaken on these days will be consistent with Departmental and school priorities. The key
recommendation from DET, is for schools to schedule the Term 2 professional practice day on the same
day for all staff. Given the pressure on finding available CRTs across Victoria, this arrangement allows
schools to plan for a day where students are not required to attend.
Parent Payment Arrangement - Curriculum Contributions
At this time of the year, School Council assists in preparation and review of the budgets for the year ahead.
Part of the income that is essential for our school to provide a broad education is the Parent Payment
Curriculum Contributions component. The school is grateful to families for recognising the importance of
extra curricula activities, by paying the Curriculum Contributions and for the large number of families that
support the school in a number of other areas in a voluntary capacity using their time and skills to provide
opportunity for our students to have more experiences that is not possible with government funding
alone. We look forward to your contribution and the benefits we see for our students in their education.
NAPLAN 2022
The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) commences on Tuesday 10 th May
2022 for all Year 3 and 5 students. This nationally co-ordinated program is undertaken by all government
and non-government schools. The aim of the program is to monitor the progress in Numeracy, Reading,
Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation. Year 3 and 5 cohorts will be completing their first NAPLAN
programs. It is also the first time that we will be doing them digitally. Only the Year 3 Writing component is
being scheduled on paper. Please encourage your child to do their best but also ensure that they do not
feel pressured during this week. Students who are absent are able to make up their tests on the Friday.
Preparing for NAPLAN
NAPLAN is not a test that children can prepare for in the same way they might prepare for an end of term
test. NAPLAN tests skills that develop and improve over time. These are skills that should be continuously
developed throughout the year and not just in the lead-up to NAPLAN.
The best was to get your child ready for NAPLAN is to continue to develop literacy and numeracy skills.
Your child’s teacher will be able to give you advice on how to help encourage development of these skills
at home.
Below is a link to Australian education resources that are tailored specifically to parents looking for
information and support on literacy and numeracy development in children.
Literacy and numeracy parent resources (Department of Education and Training, Victoria)
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/preparing-for-naplan
NAPLAN dates for Simpson PS students:
Please ensure your child/ren arrive at school on time as they will not be able to begin the test mid session.
Tuesday 10th May
Writing @ 9.30am Year 3 – 40 mins
Year 5 – 42 mins
Wednesday 11th
May

Reading @ 9.30am

Year 3 – 45 mins
Year 5 – 50 mins
Year 3 – 45 mins

Conventions of
Language @
11.30am

Year 5 – 45 mins

Thursday 12th May

Numeracy @
9.30am

Year 3 – 45 mins
Year 5 – 50 mins

Friday 13th May

Catch up session

Parent Helpers
This term we would love it if any parents would like to come in and help in the classroom. It would be great
if parents could listen to the students read. A small amount of reading each day makes an incredible
difference, even if it’s just 5 minutes! Therefore, if you have 20 minutes or even an hour to spare some
time throughout the week, we would love you to come in and help. Please make sure that your Working
with Children’s Check is up to date and Tabatha has it on file in the office. I have attached our specialist
timetable to ensure when you come in it does not clash with a specialist class.
Term 2 Specialist Timetable
Subjects
Science
Art/Library
P.E.
Chinese

P/1
Wednesday 11:25am
Friday 11:25am
Thursday 2:15pm
Tuesday 2:15pm

Prep/1 News

1/2/3
Tuesday 11.25am
Friday 12.30pm
Wednesday 2.15pm
Monday 1.00pm

4/5/6
Thursday 11:25am
Friday 9:00am
Tuesday 2:15pm
Thursday 2:15pm

Janine Murray

Welcome back. What a busy start to the term we have had. Tuesday, we commemorated ANZAC Day and
had a visit from ‘Joffa’s Toonschool’ where we were encouraged to listen to Jeff’s directions and draw.
Wednesday, we had our cross country, Thursday was school photos and a visit from Mr. Berry and the
CERT team with their vehicles. I was very impressed with my grade’s efforts during a very busy and
unsettled week.
In reading, our strategy is ‘Lean on the Pictures’. Students are using the pictures of a book they already
know to help them retell the story with all the details.
In writing, we revisited the strategies of ‘Talk as you Draw’ and ‘Label the Pictures’, as we wrote a recount
of our holidays. Students then completed the sentence, “On the holidays I…”. Next week, we will begin an
author study of Mo Willems to learn about persuasive writing. Students will decide to agree or disagree
with the pigeon getting what he wants. They will also form reasons as to why they agree or disagree.
In maths, our focus has been Data. We have been learning how to ask a question to gather data and how
to represent data with objects and drawings. Each day we are counting the days the preps have been at
school. This encourages daily practice of oral counting, recording a tally, place value of tens and ones,
knowing odd/even numbers and tens frames or arrays.

On Monday, students came home with a timetable for Show and Tell this term. It will be every Thursday at
12.25pm. Please help and encourage your child to participate. This activity supports the Speaking and
Listening curriculum.

Thank you, Janine Murray.

1/2/3 News

Maddison McInnes

Welcome back, I have missed everyone’s smiling faces. I trust that you all had a wonderful holiday break
with your family and had a chance to take a break after a busy term.
This term in integrated studies, students spend time focusing on identifying and describing features of local
places to see how they have changed over time. Students will also explore the significance of country and
place to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who belong to the local area.
In reading, we have been focusing on looking ahead of the sentence for punctuation that tells you when to
pause, such as, commas, dashes, and semi colons. We are learning to read up to the punctuation, take a
short break, and then read the next part.
In writing, we have been focusing on understanding how persuasive texts vary in use of language choices.
This has allowed us to improve our writing pieces to be for convincing for the audience.
In maths, we have been focusing on graphing data. Students have done a great job at sorting data into
categories. We are just fine tuning our skills to ensure when we create a graph it has a title, x and y axis.
Please remember that homework is sent home on Wednesdays and needs to be completed and returned
the following Wednesday. If your child doesn’t complete this during the given time frame, they will
complete it with me on Wednesday at lunchtime. I am always free at recess and lunch if your child needs
help with their homework. I’m more than willing to help.
Our ‘Show and Tell’ day is Thursday. Below is an outline of what your child/ren are to bring to show and
tell that week. I know life gets busy and thought this is a way to help you out to ensure you know what
items are needed in the weeks coming up.

Term 2
Week 2
5/5/22
Week 4
19/5/22

Favourite board game.
An item that starts with the first letter of your child’s name.

Week 6
2/5/22
Week 8
16/6/22

An object you would take to the beach.
An object someone has brought you from another state, country or
city.

All students have been taking books home in their reader covers to read each day. Please ensure you listen
to your child read each night or morning and fill in their logbook. Reader covers need to be returned to
school daily. I know some students are reading chapter books, but I still need them to be brought to school
each day to ensure your child has a good fit book.
Thanks, Miss McInnes.

4/5/6 News

Sienna Turner

What a busy, but fabulous, start to Term 4.
Well done to all students who completed the Cross Country. It was amazing to see the perseverance and
support from all school members.
In the upcoming weeks, students will be continuing to focus on persuasive reading and writing, including
creating their own persuasive folio.
For maths, we are working on compiling and displaying Data.
Next week the grade 5’s will undertake NAPLAN testing. We wish them well to complete their personal
best effort.
This term we have welcomed two new class members, Tyler and Crew, both in grade 5. We are extremely
excited to have some fresh faces and look forward to getting to know them both better.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Happy Birthday to the following students!
May: Phyllis, Sophie, Ollie, Archer and Blake.
Simpson Takeaway have advised us that lunch orders are ONLY be on Mondays & Fridays.
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Could all bus notes/changes & early pickups, please be submitted using one the following ways:
-

Emailed to the school email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Send an SMS through to the school mobile: 0458 943 298
Send a written note in with your child/ren.

Please ensure any changes are made before 10.30am.
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass.

Sounds Write
Our school implements the Sounds-Write program as part of a balanced Literacy
Program. Sounds-Write involves daily explicit teaching and practice in phonological
awareness and phonic knowledge skills and understandings.
Sounds-Write is effective in teaching pupils to read, spell and write, because it starts from what all children
know from a very early age - the sounds of their own language. From there, it takes them in carefully
sequenced, incremental steps and teaches them how each of the 44 or so sounds in the English language
can be spelt. The words used in the teaching process and the conceptual knowledge of how the alphabet
code works are introduced from simple to complex, in accordance with the fundamental principles of
psychological learning theory.
Sounds-Write provides opportunities for practising skills on a daily basis until pupils achieve the
automaticity required for fluent reading and spelling.
Sounds-Write are offering a ‘FREE’ parents and carers course. I encourage you to access the course. It runs
for approximately 1 hour each. It will give you more information of how we teach phonics, reading and
writing at Simpson Primary.
Next term, we will be holding a parent session for you to come in and see how lessons run. More
information about that will come out next term.

