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Thursday 19th May 2022
Term 2 Week 4

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.
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Melissa Berry

Wow, what a busy couple of weeks it has been.
Just a reminder about the upcoming Simpson Primary School Open Days for 2022. This year’s open da ys
will be held during Education Week and commence on Tuesday the 24 th of May with an open morning at
the school. Starting off the day, we will be having Breakfast Club where we invite parents to come join the
children at 9am and a whole school assembly happening afterwards at 10:45am. The day will also include
maths and literacy activities and classroom visits.
The following day, Wednesday the 25th of May, we are holding a Sounds Write Parent Information Session
at 10:00am. Parents will have the opportunity to come in and see how lesson are run and ask any
questions they may have in relation to this. If you are interested, please contact the office to book your
spot. Afterwards, all the students will be participating in National Simultaneous Storytime at 11:30am.

Parent Helpers
This term we would love it if any parents would like to come in and help in the classroom. It would be great
if parents could listen to the students read. A small amount of reading each day makes an incredible
difference, even if it is just 5 minutes! Therefore, if you have 20 minutes or even an hour to spare some
time throughout the week, we would love you to come in and help. Please make sure that your Working
with Children’s Check is up to date and Tabatha has it on file in the office. I have attached our specialist
timetable to ensure when you come in it does not clash with a specialist class.
Term 2 Specialist Timetable
Subjects
Science
Art/Library
P.E.
Chinese

P/1
Wednesday 11:25am
Friday 11:25am
Thursday 2:15pm
Tuesday 2:15pm

Prep/1 News

1/2/3
Tuesday 11.25am
Friday 12.30pm
Wednesday 2.15pm
Monday 1.00pm

4/5/6
Thursday 11:25am
Friday 9:00am
Tuesday 2:15pm
Thursday 2:15pm

Janine Murray

Finally, in week 4, I have my whole grade at school. It is so nice to see everyone, and I hope we all stay fit
and well until the end of term.
In reading, our strategy is ‘Check the Picture for Help’. This strategy helps students to check all available
clues, the picture and beginning sound in the tricky word, then attempt the word. Thank you to the
parents who are hearing their child read daily and returning the reader bag each day. This practice is
important in the early years of school. Please write in the Reading Log if you hear your child read.
In writing, the students did a fantastic job writing about which Mo Willems book made them laugh and
why. See the photo below. Each week, the class will do a recount of an activity they did over the weekend.
I am expecting all students to have a go at all the words they want to write and keep writing, not wait for
teacher support. We are focusing on narrative (story) writing for the next few weeks. We will be using the,
“Splat the Cat” books, by Rob Scotton to study the characters, setting and beginning middle and end of a
story. Then we will develop a story of our own.

In maths, our focus has been counting, particularly efficient counting strategies for numbers larger than 20.
Students are being encouraged to organise their counting objects, so the total number is easily seen by
others. We are also looking at location words and mapping. E.g. between, next to, under, left & right,
forwards, backwards etc.

Show and Tell has been well supported and I thank all parents who are helping their child prepare for it.
Next week the students need to bring in the completed sentence,” My favourite food is……… and I do not
like ……………. because………………..”. This was on the bottom of the Show and Tell timetable.
Thank you, Janine Murray

1/2/3 News

Maddison McInnes

It has been a busy couple of weeks full of testing. Everyone has done an amazing job and given their
personal best. All grade 3 students have completed NAPLAN. They participated in reading, writing,
language conventions (spelling, grammar, and punctuation) and numeracy tests. We look forward to
getting our results to see our areas of strength, as a class.
I hope all mother’s had a great Mother’s Day the other weekend. We had a lot of fun creating our
persuasive pieces, as well as our macrame key ring. I would like to say a massive thanks to Jamie McVilly
for coming in and helping us make our keyrings.

In maths we have been focusing on location. Students have realised how important it is to use appropriate
words such as ‘clockwise’, ‘forward’, ‘under’, ‘left’ and ‘right’ when giving directions. This week we are
focusing on interpreting simple grid maps to show position and pathways. Next week we move onto
division.
In writing we have been focusing on writing information posters. Students have been able to identify fact
from opinion and understand that information texts have a structure. This knowledge has been applied
when creating an information poster on butterflies.
In reading we are focusing on looking at the blurb and helping identify if it is a book we would like to read.
By reading the blurb students are able to identify the genre, main characters and plot. This is ensuring we
are picking good fit books for us.
In integrated studies we have been able to understand that an Acknowledgement of Country recognises
the ongoing connection that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have to the land. It shows
respect for the Traditional Custodians of the land. As a class we have created an Acknowledgement of
Country and have started each day acknowledging and paying respect to the Traditional Owners and
ongoing custodians of the land.
Thank you, Maddison McInnes

4/5/6 News

Sienna Turner

What is happening in Grade 4/5/6:
In reading we are focusing on “Important Versus Interesting” information and summarising what we have
read. For writing we are creating information posters. During maths we have been learning about location.
Students have created maps, read coordinates, and given directions.
BIOCATS EXCURSION
The grade 4/5/6 class were lucky enough to go on an excursion to the Geelong Cats Stadium. The students
used mathematics, statistics, and science to learn all about football.
We had a great day and even spotted some famous Cats players.
Thank you very much to Miss McInnes for organising this and thank you to Paula for coming with us.

Junior School Council
This term we are running a tea towel fundraiser. The unique tea towel design has been made up of selfportraits drawn by the students at our school last term.
We chose a tea towel fundraiser as it got all our students involved. This term we are raising money for
board games and activities for wet weather. The linen cotton tea towel is 70cm by 50cm.
If you would like to place an order, please return form given to students by 25th of May or contact the
office.
Thanks, Junior School Council.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Happy Birthday to the following students!
Ollie, Archer, Blake and Fin.
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that
the name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the
correct owners. Also, if parents could check to see if any jumpers have Teal written on them, could they
pleased be returned to the school. Thank you.
Simpson Takeaway have advised us that lunch orders are ONLY on Mondays & Fridays.
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am

Could all bus notes/changes & early pickups, please be submitted using one the following ways:
-

Emailed to the school email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Send an SMS through to the school mobile: 0458 943 298
Send a written note in with your child/ren.

Please ensure any changes are made before 10.30am.
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass.

Sounds Write
Our school implements the Sounds-Write program as part of a balanced Literacy
Program. Sounds-Write involves daily explicit teaching and practice in phonological
awareness and phonic knowledge skills and understandings.
Sounds-Write is effective in teaching pupils to read, spell and write, because it
starts from what all children know from a very early age - the sounds of their own language. From there, it
takes them in carefully sequenced, incremental steps and teaches them how each of the 44 or so sounds in
the English language can be spelt. The words used in the teaching process and the conceptual knowledge
of how the alphabet code works are introduced from simple to complex, in accordance with the
fundamental principles of psychological learning theory.
Sounds-Write provides opportunities for practising skills on a daily basis until pupils achieve the
automaticity required for fluent reading and spelling.
Sounds-Write are offering a ‘FREE’ parents and carers course. I encourage you to access the course. It runs
for approximately 1 hour each. It will give you more information of how we teach phonics, reading and
writing at Simpson Primary.
We will be holding a parent session for you to come in and see how lessons run during Education Week on
the 25th of May at 10am. If you are interested or require more information, please contact the office to
book your spot.

Community News

….FREE SKIN CHECKS ….
With summer just behind us, now is the time to check your skin for any spots, freckles, moles or markings
that you may have, especially those that may be changing shape or look a little suspicious.
Melanoma is the third most common cancer in Australians, and accounts for around 80% of all newly
diagnosed cancers. The incidence of skin cancer in Australia is one of the highest in the world, the majority
of which are caused by exposure to the sun.
Simpson Lions Club is proud to have been given the opportunity to Host the Brand new V Districts Skin
Screening Van to visit Simpson on June 4th & 5th.
This van has been designed specifically for 4 professionally trained volunteer Dermoscopist’s to identify
any changes to your skin that may need referring on to your G.P. All outcomes of the visitation are treated
with the utmost respect & privacy.
Funding for this van has come from various philanthropic donations and ongoing donations from Lions
Clubs across the state.
Now is the time to utilise this FREE service and have peace of mind that your skin is in healthy condition
for the coming year.
For your preferred booking time, please call…
Marie: 04 363 999 77
Biddy: 0499 099 486

Form Collection & Return Deadline
Reminder

This is a reminder that your collection and return deadline for consent forms is
approaching.
The deadline for collection of forms for your school is:
#May 30, 2022
To ensure that the school community fully benefits from the dental visit, it is
important that all students are well reminded about the visit.
Please remind students to return the consent forms via the various communication
platforms the school may have.
- PA announcements
- Form teachers being reminded
- School Newsletters
This is also the opportunity to reach out to the students that may most benefit
from the program and encourage participation for the best interest of their oral
health.
Encouraging regular dental visits within schools will reduce anxieties associated
with dental visits and will increase the opportunity to detect and prevent any
dental diseases.
This email is automated - Should you receive this email during a school holiday
period, the deadline will apply once the holiday period is over, or as discussed with
your school manager.

