Acting Principal: Melissa Berry
T: 5594 3298 M: 0458 943 298
Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
M Berry, A Neave, D Costin, J McVilly, L Mahoney,
M McInnes, R Vogels, S Quarrell

Simpson Primary School
Enriching learning through
opportunity

SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential.
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The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.

Tri-Sports - Netball

Simpson Primary School’s 50th Birthday

Simpson Primary celebrated a very special milestone this week.
The 31st of May marked 50 years since the official opening of the school by Mr Lindsay Thompson, the then
education minister.
On Tuesday, the current students and staff were joined by current members of the school council, past
Principal Carol Fulford, Brian Gleeson, who was President of the school council 50 years ago, Sue Stevens
and Debbie Smith.
Sue Stevens, who was a student when the school opened, made cupcakes for each of the students and
decorated the birthday cake with the school logo, a dragon.
We plan to have a “50 years of Simpson Primary School” celebration later in the year and are now calling
for people to be involved in the organising committee.
If you are a past student, parent or staff member and would like to be involved in helping with the
celebrations please contact Simpson Primary School on 55943298 or 0458 943298.
Sue Stevens - 0427 352588

Grade 1/2/3’s National Sorry Day Display
Last week for integrated studies, the
grade 1/2/3’s focused their lesson on
National Sorry Day. Students were
involved in creating and displaying the
purple native hibiscus, which has been
approved by the National Stolen
Generations Alliance as the official
symbol for Sorry Day. This flower is
significant because it is found widely
across Australia, and it is a survivor. Its
purple colour denotes compassion and
spiritual healing.
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Education Week
Now in its 78th year, Education Week celebrates the strengths and achievements of the Victorian
Government’s education sector. This year's theme is ‘150 Years of Public Education’ which coincides with
this milestone anniversary for Victoria. Education Week 2022 is an opportunity for all primary and
secondary schools, higher education providers, and early childhood education and care services to
commemorate the past, celebrate the present and imagine the future of education in Victoria.
It was wonderful to have parents be a part of learning during open classroom sessions. I sincerely thank all
our families for supporting such a special morning. It really is a great feeling to have the community back
together again to celebrate our great school and children.
Terms 2 & 3 - Winter
As the weather is slowly turning into the cold and wet winter season, I encourage everyone to take care of
yourselves and your families’ health. Many students, staff and family members are experiencing symptoms
of the cold and flu bug, so I urge you all to rug up, eat and drink the healthy options and if you are not well,
see a doctor.
Students are encouraged to bring slippers to wear inside during the colder terms. On cooler days students
will be outside during recess and lunch, so a warm jacket would also be beneficial.

With this, COVID is still amongst us in the area and we at Simpson PS continue to practice COVID safe
measures e.g. washing hands, distancing when relevant and using hand sanitizer. The school received
thirteen new air purifiers, and these are operational around the school.
Please ensure you also continue to take safe measures for yourself and our school. Rapid Antigen Tests
were sent home this week, although the testing guidelines have changed, the tests are recommended for
anyone who is displaying symptoms. Look after yourself and look after each other.
Report Writing Day - Friday 10th June
Friday 10th June is Report Writing Day for staff. This is a Student Free Day.
These written semester reports allow you to monitor how your child is progressing in their classroom and
in specialist classrooms. This is our way of providing feedback to you on these very important areas and we
encourage you to discuss these scores with your child/ren.
Bus Notes / Bus Changes
Thank you to those who are texting or emailing bus notes/changes in.
Can we please ask that parents send emails to Simpson.PS@education.vic.gov.au and not individual staff
email addresses.
This assists if staff are absent, attending PD or work part-time. This email address is checked regularly
throughout the school day.
Roofing Grant
I have been notified by the VSBA that we have been successful in our application for a Minor Capital Works
Grant of $333,305 to replace our main building roof and art room roof. This is a fantastic announcement
for our school. This project will be VSBA led with an estimated start date of September 2022.
Year 7 2023 Placement Forms
Just a reminder that all applications for Year 7 placement were due back last week. This information is
passed onto your preference school. If you are yet to return it, please do so before the end of the week.
Office
Simpson Primary School would like to thank you for your financial support as we endeavour to provide the
best possible education for your child.
Our school is committed to ensuring that parent payment requests are accurate, transparent, affordable,
and aligned with our requirements as a Victorian Government school. It has recently come to our attention
that some changes are required to our 2022 parent payment arrangements to ensure they are clear and
transparent. Accordingly, we have updated and re-published our 2022 parent payment arrangements on
our school website https://www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au
If you have made your parent payments for 2022 and still wish to contribute towards the listed items and
activities, no further action is required. However, if the updated arrangements change what you are
interested in contributing towards and/or purchasing, please reach out and we can provide you with a line
of credit towards other future costs. We can also provide you with a refund if required.
Thank you again for your continued support of our school. If you would like to discuss this matter further,
please contact: Tabatha - Ph: 03 55943298 | Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Prep/1 News

Janine Murray

P/1 News
I am very pleased that my grade responded well to the teachers who relieved me during my leave. Both
teachers reported back on how lovely the students were and how well they worked. Thank you to Jannique
Hanegraaf and Tiff Jones.
In reading, our strategy has been to back up revise when we notice an error. This requires students to
point as they read so they notice when what they say doesn’t match the text.
In writing, the students have developed a story of their own. Over the last 2 weeks they have drawn a
character, the setting, the problem, and solution of their own narrative. Students will put these pictures
into a book format. They will then talk to their pictures telling us the story.
In maths, our focus has been division and fractions which both require students to understand sharing a
whole equally, whether that is a number or an object.

Thank you, Janine Murray

1/2/3 News

Maddison McInnes

What a jammed packed week we have had for education week. It was great to see all current and
prospective students and families. We had lots of fun with the MIXX FM radio crew. Well done Ayla on
winning the family feud out of our grade. Hope you enjoy your movie tickets.
In writing last week, students have been focusing on information booklets on an Australian animal of their
choice. Students had to research their animal to find information and now are putting their final touches
on their booklet. This week, we are using our research skills to complete an information poster on Uluru.
In reading, students have been focusing on summarising the text. Students used the strategy of
‘somebody, wanted, but, so, then’. This allows students to ensure they are summarising the book instead
of retelling the whole book to peers. As a class we read the book Ruby Red. Below are our findings

Somebody
Wanted
But
So
Then

Banjo
Round all the hens up to go in on their nest
Ruby Red wouldn’t go in and then went missing
Banjo looked everywhere and found Ruby Red and looked after her
Ruby Red now sleeps with Banjo in the dog kennel

In maths, we are finishing up our division unit. We have had lots of fun sharing into equal groups and we
even got to share a packet of tiny teddies between our learning partner and eat them! It was one of the
highlights for the week. We are moving onto fractions for the next couple of weeks.
Tomorrow we are looking forward to our whole school yoga session after lunch with one of our parents,
Julie Love. Thanks Julie for coming in and giving the students something new to try for our sport session.
Thank you, Maddison McInnes.

4/5/6 News

Sienna Turner

In 4/5/6, we have been working hard on our information posters. It is great to see them coming together
after all the hard work from the students.

For maths, this week we are starting to learn more about fractions. In reading, we are focusing on readers
voice by practising play scripts in groups.
Thank you to all the families that came in last week for our ‘Open Day’ and it was great to hear some of our
year 6 girls voices on MIXX FM radio.
Hope everyone is staying warm and dry.
Thanks, Miss Turner.

Junior School Council
Just a reminder that the final cut off date for ordering the tea
towels has been extended till tomorrow, Friday the 3rd of June.
If you would like to order a tea towel, please contact the office.
This is the final design for the tea towel and only contains
the students that were at school in Term 1 this year.
Thanks, Junior School Council.

Notes & Annual Reminders
Happy Birthday to the following students!
Fin, Carter and Dion.
Please note, that starting, Monday the 6th of June, Settlement Supermarket will be offering lunch orders
for the school, from Monday to Friday. Attached to this newsletter is the new lunch order list which will
commence this coming Monday.
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that
the name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the
correct owners. Also, if parents could check to see if any jumpers have Teal written on them, could they
pleased be returned to the school. Thank you.
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass.

Community News

….FREE SKIN CHECKS ….
With summer just behind us, now is the time to check
your skin for any spots, freckles, moles or markings
that you may have, especially those that may be
changing shape or look a little suspicious.
Melanoma is the third most common cancer in
Australians, and accounts for around 80% of all newly
diagnosed cancers. The incidence of skin cancer in
Australia is one of the highest in the world, the
majority of which are caused by exposure to the sun.
Simpson Lions Club is proud to have been given the
opportunity to Host the Brand new V Districts Skin
Screening Van to visit Simpson on June 4th & 5th.
This van has been designed specifically for 4
professionally trained volunteer Dermoscopist’s to
identify any changes to your skin that may need
referring on to your G.P. All outcomes of the visitation
are treated with the utmost respect & privacy.
Funding for this van has come from various
philanthropic donations and ongoing donations from
Lions Clubs across the state.
Now is the time to utilise this FREE service and have
peace of mind that your skin is in healthy condition for
the coming year.
For your preferred booking time, please call…
Marie: 04 363 999 77
Biddy: 0499 099 486

