DRAGON TALES
Principal: Mrs Andrea Taylor
T: 5594 3298 M:0458 943298
Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
A Neave, C Costin, D Costin., K Notter, N Booley, R Vogels & T Robb

SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive environment,
enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Thursday 4 June 2020

DATES TO REMEMEBER
June
Friday 26th

Last Day of Term 2
2.30 Finish

July
Monday 13th
Thursday 16th

Monday 20th

due to the vital role each of you played during remote
learning. If you do find you have any questions regarding the
reports please phone to organise a chat with your child’s
teacher.
One last request for families- can you please have a search at
home for any school books still needing to be returned to
school. We are still waiting for multiple maths books, reading
journals, readers and writing books to find their way back to
us.

Term 3 Resumes
Sub Committee Meetings
Finance 9.00 am
Grounds 10.00 am
Education 12.30 pm
School Council Meeting
7pm

Thursday 23rd
District Cross Country
(Subject to change to if required)

P/1 News
Well, we only have one week to go. The students are working
really well, and we are nearly back to our normal routine.

The class are enjoying our morning mindfulness sessions and
our afternoon mindfulness colouring, which settle and help
Our EPIC work continues this week with our upper class having refocus the whole grade.
membership to this resource until 30th June. This week we
In reading, the students have been learning how to work
have continued our dog theme with students now researching independently while I take guided reading. I generally have
the use of dogs as service animals. The use of different
two guided reading groups and the rest of the class have
information text available on EPIC and the development of
activities to practice our weekly focus, which has been to say
skills to take notes are the focus for this week’s learning while the sounds and read the words.
next week we will use our notes to create an information
In writing, the focus has been poems, and everyone is writing
report. We have been very fortunate that EPIC has been
a colour poem. We also have been writing dictation pieces
opened to all students to use free of charge until June 30 th.
that focus on the sounds and spellings being reviewed by each

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

We will be sending reports home with students on Wednesday
24th after school. These reports are different to the usual
format with teachers not indicating a curriculum area rating.
This decision was made by the Department when it became
clear that work samples and assessment data gathered during
remote learning was not able to be validated as an indicator of
student’s independent work. Instead we have chosen to
provide a more descriptive report indicating what evidence we
have collected prior to remote learning and then reporting on
how each child engaged during our remote learning. One
advantage we have is that for many families there is now a
greater understanding of your child’s work habits and skills

level.
In Maths, our focus has been time. Last week we learnt about
the sequence of time through the book, The Very Hungry
Caterpillar. We also ordered activities from shortest time
taken to longest time taken. This week we have moved onto
clocks and o’clock time. Next week we will move onto months
and the seasons. Please use the clock made at school to make
o’clock times.
Art- The grade has made a caterpillar and a butterfly finger
puppet to complement our unit on Time.
Thank you, Janine Murray

To the parents saying “thank you”, just doesn’t seem enough.
You stepped up when times were tough, when things were
The engagement level in 2/3G is at an all-time high because
uncertain and very tough. When I couldn’t have my class with
we are now volcano experts! Almost everything we are doing me, you connected them from home, without a fuss. You
in class has a link to volcanoes and we are loving it.
supported your children to learn and grow. Sometimes it was
hard, this we know. I loved working hand in hand, to help your
We have been reading volcano books during guided reading children understand. Now it’s time to return to school, I have
missed seeing their smiling faces, and hearing learning
and on Epic. Epic has also been a huge success in 2/3G! As a
class we have now read well over 250 BOOKS!
happening in the classroom. Although, it is my turn again. I
don’t want our collaboration to end. We know working with
We have watched documentaries on volcanoes, which includ- you is the best. Now I’m tagging in, it’s your time to rest.
Thank you, families, for all you have done. You really are
ed information about the largest volcano, Mauna Loa in Hanumber one! To do it with little to no warning also, just shows
waii and the most famous volcano, Mount Vesuvius in Italy.
how wonderful the community resilience is. THANK YOU.
We have recorded facts and have started planning our own
information report on volcanoes. Over this next week we will
continue to read about and research these famous volcanoes
in order to complete our information reports.

2/3 News

*Please note: Mount Vesuvius was the volcano that erupted
and buried the city of Pompeii. Thousands of people died
when lava, ashes, and mud buried the city. I will do my very
best to handle such content with care. However, due to the
massive death and destruction caused by Mount Vesuvius,
some students may find this a sensitive subject. If you or your
child have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.
The past two weeks our Sounds-Write focus has been on revising the spellings of /ae/. This week and next our focus is /
ee/. 2/3G have also begun a mindfulness journey. We have
been doing a daily Smiling Mind mindfulness activity aimed at
calming down our bodies and brains which can sometimes
feel like a shaken snow globe.

In class we have been participating in smiling minds. It’s a daily
mindfulness and meditation guide that we have loved
completing in class. This has allowed our classroom to be a lot
calmer, less stress out in the playground as well as the
students being more engaged and focused.

In Mathematics, we have been telling the time. Our explicit
Thank you Ms McInnes
focus has been on reading and modelling half past, quarter to
and quarter past times on both analogue and digital clocks.
As they say practice makes perfect, so any continued practice
of especially quarter to times would be beneficial.
Very soon, 2/3G will be uploading photographs of their amazing paper-mache volcanoes with a caption explaining the
steps taken to make their volcanoes. This is a reminder to
parents/families that, if you haven’t done so already, please
have a go at setting up your Seesaw account, so you can see
the amazing work your child posts from inside the 2/3G classroom. I resent some invites last week. If you are still having
trouble please let me know.
Thank you Miss Gappa.

P.E. & Science
4/5/6 News

I’m so glad to have my class back and I’m sure the parents
are loving the peace and quiet at home. Our building was
filled with many happy students who returned to on-site
learning after weeks of working remotely. Grade 4/5/6 students have done a fabulous job reintegrating back into school
life, with routines established once again and learning presented as it normally would be. It has been just wonderful
hearing the many laughs and learning conversations filling
the room. It is lovely having you back. Please remember to
return all workbooks, resources and borrowed laptops.

Hi my P.E. and Science Superstars,
Thank you all for your efforts over the last weeks and I have
enjoyed seeing all your smiley faces. Attached to the
newsletter this week is information on the Cross Country. If
you have any questions please contact me.
Thank you Ms Marr Vogels

Dear Parents,

16/6/2020

This year our cross country will be quite different to past years.
In order to safely run a cross country Simpson Primary School usually relies heavily on our wonderful volunteers. As I have said
every year, we simply could not run this event without you. However, this year guidelines stipulate that we are unable to utilise
parent helpers and as such will be unable to run the cross country in our usual fashion.
In these uncertain times, things are just that. Uncertain. So, in the event that the district cross country goes ahead next term
we will need to be prepared.
Students in age groups 9 and older who would like to participate in a possible district cross country will be required to commit
to a training schedule which must be signed off by teachers, parents or guardians.
Students must train 3 times a week in order to qualify.
(Opportunities will be given at school. Over the holidays students will be required to continue training.)
The distances for each age group are as follows

12 year Boys and girls

Distance 3000m

11 year Boys and girls

Distance 3000m

10 year Boys and girls

Distance 2000m

9 year Boys and girls

Distance 1000m

Students do not need to complete the entire distance each session. A better idea would be to slowly increase your distance
over the time. Mix it up a little. Just as long as the training happened and is signed off.
Happy training.

Thankyou
Naomi Marr-Vogels
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