
DATES TO REMEMEBER             

   

Friday 25th    End of Term 2 Finish 2.15pm 

July  

Monday 12th    School Resumes Term 3  

Tuesday 13th   Breakfast Club / Trisports Forms to be returned ASAP 

Friday 16th  July    Pyjama Day  Party Gold Coin Donation  

Monday 19th    Art Van 

 

Friday 23rd    Prep 100 Days 

Monday 26th—28th July  Sovereign Hill Camp 3-6  Forms & Payment to be returned ASAP 

Monday 26th July  Flagstaff Hill P-2 Forms & Payment to be returned ASAP 

Tuesday 27th    Breakfast Club 

August  

Monday 2nd    Art Van 

Tuesday 3rd    Breakfast Club 

 

 

DRAGON TALES 
Principal: Peter  Lee  

T: 5594 3298 M:0458 943298 
Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au 

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 
P Lee,  A Neave, C  Costin, D Costin., J McVilly, L Mahoney, M McIness,                          

R Vogels, S Quarrell, T Gappa 
 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive environment,  

enabling all students to achieve their potential. 
Thursday 24 th June 2021   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4/5/6 Students with the Wind Turbines they assembled during STEM with Ms Marr Vogels 

The children enjoyed this engineering activity and the subsequent discussions about sustainable energy.  

Lots of fun had by all. Thank you to Charlie Perry & the Fergusson Wind Farm for the great activity. 

 

Friday 6th   5/6 Rookies Hooptime  

Monday 9th  Australian Dental Van  Visit Forms to be returned ASAP 

   National Science Week 

Tuesday 10th   Breakfast Club 

Friday 13th   3/4 Hooptime 

Monday 16th  Art Van  

Tuesday 17th   Breakfast Club 

 Friday 19th  Joffa Cartoonist 

Monday 23rd  Bookweek/Bookfair 

Tuesday 23rd   Breakfast Club 

Thursday    RACV Safety Squad 

Monday 30th   Art/Bike Ed 

Tuesday 31st   Breakfast Club 

September   

Tuesday 7th   Breakfast Club  

Thursday 9th   3/4 AFL 9s Mixed 

Thursday 16th   5/6 AFL 9s Girls  

Friday 17th   End of Term 3  

mailto:simpson.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Report  

 

PRINCIPAL 
Andrea Taylor has extended her leave until May 2022. The Department of Education and Training Victoria (DET), will be ap-
pointing an interim Principal in the coming days. 
I have certainly enjoyed being a part of the Simpson PS community this term. You have a wonderful school which is very well 
resourced with dedicated and highly skilled staff. 
The students are very respectful and eager to learn. It has been a pleasure getting to work with them. 
I wish the Simpson PS community every success moving forward. 
 

END TERM 2 
Term 2 concludes on Friday 25 June 2021 at 2:15pm. Please note the final dismissal is one hour earlier. 

 
TERM 3 COMMENCES 
Term 3 commences on Monday 12 July 2021. We look forward to hopefully welcoming everyone back on-site in Term 3. 
Assuming the COVID restrictions continue to ease, we expect our assembly program to commence on the first week back. 

 
TRI SPORTS- Netball, Soccer Terang Recreation Reserve/ Terang College 
The tri-sports have been re-scheduled for Tuesday 13 July 2021. This is the second day back from holidays. 
Please note that the permission slip completed for the original day will suffice. Please ensure that you have returned your 
notes. 
Parent/ Teacher travel to and from the venue has been arranged. Please contact the school if you are unsure of your child’s 
transport arrangements. 

 
CAMP/ EXCURSION 
The new dates for the Yr 3-6 Camp to Sovereign Hill are Mon 26- Wed 28 July 2021 inclusive. 
The P-2 excursion to Flagstaff Hill is Mon 26 July 2021. Please note that all previous medical and parent consent forms will 
suffice. The cost is the same. 
These are exciting events for the students to look forward to on their return to school. 
 

 

Prep/1 News 

Well, how quick has this term whipped by! I think all parents should be very impressed with their child’s reports. Your chil-
dren have all grown since the start of the year. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Firstly, our Flagstaff Hill excursion will go ahead on Monday July 26th. Thank you to all families who have sent in permission 
forms and payment. 

The prep students 100th Day of school will be in term 3, on Friday July 23rd. Next term I will be sending home notes about 
our special day to help organise lunch etc. Keep an eye open for these. The whole grade will be involved and we have our 
fingers crossed that we can invite families this year! 

Over the past few weeks we have been finishing off writing and maths subtraction and time related activities. The students 
have been learning how to tell if a book is fiction (tells a story) or Non-Fiction (Real life) in preparation for information reports 
and narrative writing next term. 

All learning diaries have gone home today. Included in the diary were the sight words your child can read (instantly, not saying 
the sounds then reading) and those needed to still be learned as well as sounds write sounds and words. This is a good holi-
day activity as well as to continue to practice reading with the readers sent home. Sight words help all students become fluent 
readers. Please return the Learning Diary next term. 

Our grade had a Webex meeting with the kinder this week. I wish I could bottle their enthusiasm for speaking with Ms Jane 
and Jodie. Their faces were priceless! 



 

We had a buddy session last Friday, where the students had to help a spider climb the web. There was much collaboration and 

patience shown by all involved. A big shout out to Mrs Currie who taught this lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/3G News 

Wow can you believe it’s the end of Term 2 already! They do say time flies when you’re having fun! And 2/3G have had loads 
of fun working on their ‘Simpson Valley Gold Rush’ Diorama. We have been working extremely hard to make it look as realistic 
as possible. And the hard work has certainly paid off. We have a police station, 2 houses, mining tools, a bank, mining tents and 
a church. But apparently, we are not finished just yet… there are some finishing touches to be made next term.  
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The first few weeks of next term, we will continue learning about the Eureka Stockade and how it affected life for miners and 

changed Australia’s outlook. This will be in preparation for our Year 3 Camp to Sovereign Hill from the 26-28th of July. Then 

we will focus our attention to the Tokyo Olympics for the remainder of Term 3.  

Friday the 16th of July is National Pyjama Day for Simpson Primary School – We’re supporting little kids with BIG DREAMS. 

National Pyjama Day is all about wearing your favourite pair of PJ's to help The Pyjama Foundation raise much-needed 
awareness and funds for children in foster care. 

With the money raised from our Pyjama Day, we’ll be helping the Foundation offer learning skills to more than 1000 children, 
fund educational resources and help provide stable, positive              
relationships. 

We are looking forward to seeing all students wearing their  

Pyjamas on Friday 16th of July– with a Gold Coin Donation 

Thank you to all for an amazing second term! Thank You,             

Miss Gappa.  

 



4/5/6 News  

A busy and rewarding term has come to a close. Students have embraced learning this term, with many significant gains made 
and individual learning goals reached. Our Tutor Learning  Program has supported a number of students in reading and writing, 
targeting next steps to ensure no student is left behind in their learning after a disrupted year last year. The growth we have 
seen from these students has been outstanding. It’s a credit to them and their hard work they have put in. The next cycle for 
the Tutor Learning Program will commence next term with a focus on mathematics. Miss Marr  Vogels will be in contact with 
the students families this week who are in the next cycle.   

In maths over the past couple of weeks we have been focusing on multiplication and division. For the first 10 minutes of maths 
we complete a speed test where students are focusing on three different multiplication tables. We will continue completing 
speed tests next term to allow students to gain more confidence in their multiplication times tables and become more fluent.  

This week for integrated studies we wrote a letter pretending to be a miner on the gold fields writing back to our families. Stu-
dents really engaged in this activity and showed correct formatting for a letter as well as some great terminology. Students 
really thought about what their accommodation, diet, health, weather and how they would pass time when they weren’t min-
ing.  

Dear Lisa  

The goldfields are nice but l miss home. I am sorry for not writing back, but now I am. It is scorching hot where I am 
but I’m lucky to be near a creek. I have found three middle sized pieces of gold that is worth bit of money so l can buy some 
new tools. 

I hope you are going well back at home l haven’t seen you and mother for 5 months now but I’m  just about done build-
ing a house. I am lucky to have a new friend to help build the house. 

I have been eating mutton and bread with some butter. I know you think that is gross and yucky. Tell mother that l am 
doing well and l have sent you a birthday present as well as mother’s birthday present. l hope you like it and Mother does 
too. 

Every night l hear people saying threats in the middle of the night. I am scared when l hear them but l am ok. My 
friend made something called toffee it is delious you can make it by water and sugar. I have to go take care mother and 
Lisa. 

From Kustom  

Dear Elizabeth, 

I’m currently at the goldfields. It’s so, so hot! Our diet is super simple we only eat mutton and bread. For my birthday 
my father got me a mini tree to plant. My father went out the other night and I  snuck out with him. There was a heap of 
men gathered around the local hotel. But secretly I overheard my father saying that someone  was murdered 
Mr .Johnothy.  

My mother sent me a letter the other day she told me that she was coming soon ,I was so excited to read that letter. My 
calico tent is still leaking! I don’t care though.  

It’s winter time over here, water is every were as well as mud. The other day father told me to go pick out some lollies so I 
picked out boiled lollies for father and raspberry drops for myself they’re my favourite!  

I’ve got amazing news father and I found gold but were still looking for more. After a couple of days Stella (my other 
friend ) said that the miners were going to burn down the hotel. I don’t know why though. The gold we found was only a 
small speck but I’m grateful. A whole heap of people are sick with typhoid and dysentery. But I hope their ok. I’ve got 
to go now to help father. 

From Madeline  
 



Last term grade 4/5/6 entered the Write 4 Fun competition. The students were allowed to 
write a short story on any topic that interested them. We received a letter in the mail this 
week informing us that Simpson Primary School had 10 or more students successfully pro-

gress past the initial judging in the competition!  

This year the competition was held throughout primary and secondary schools within Aus-
tralia and they received over 7,500 entries! Simpson Primary School was recognised for 

outstanding student writing as less than 5% of schools showed this level of achievement. 
The winners of the competition will be announced on the 2nd of June. Well done to the 

Grade 4/5/6 students. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


