
DATES TO REMEMEBER             

Friday 14th  School Assembly with  Special Guests from   

 Ferguson Wind Farm 2.15pm  

   District Cross Country Noorat 

Monday 17th   School Council Meeting 7pm  

Tuesday 18th  Breakfast Club     

 (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

Wednesday 19th   Cultural Activity What is Opera  

Monday 24th   Art Van  

   Education Week  Open  Day  Tuesday 25th & Dress Up Day 

Friday 28th 

Wednesday 26th  Cultural Activity Direct & Design Workshop  

Tuesday 25th   Breakfast Club     

 (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

June 

Tuesday 1st    Breakfast Club     

 (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

 

 

DRAGON TALES 
Principal: Peter  Lee  

T: 5594 3298 M:0458 943298 
Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au 

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 
A Neave, C  Costin, D Costin., J McVilly, L Mahoney, M McIness,                          

R Vogels, S Quarrell, T Gappa 
 

SCHOOL MISSION 
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive environment,  

enabling all students to achieve their potential. 
Thursday 13th May 2021   

 

Simpson and District Community Centre have been running nominations for five lucky COVID hero’s to win a Little Bit of 
Sweet Hamper. The Teachers and Staff at Simpson Primary School have been nominated by a parent for the effort put in be-
fore and after lockdown, transitioning students to online learning and then back into the classroom, supporting the parents 
through the at home learning and keeping the children engaged in learning the whole time. Janine Murray was nominated by 
a fellow staff member who said she would not have made it through the year without Janine’s support, check ins and shared 
resources. Well done to Janine and all the staff at Simpson Primary School. 

 

Simpson & District Community Centre  

COVID LOCAL HERO’S 

 Janine Murray & the Teachers & Staff at the Simpson  

Primary School 

 

 

 

 

Monday  7th  Art Van  

  Cultural Activity Moving into Theatre Workshop 

Tuesday 8th    Breakfast Club    

  (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

Thursday 10th   Cultural Activity Parrawang Lifts the Sky Opera  

Monday 14th    Queens Birthday Holiday 

Tuesday 15th    Breakfast Club    

  (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

Wednesday 16th  Education Sub Committee Meeting  1.30pm 

Thursday 17th  Finance Sub Committee Meeting 9.30am  

   Grounds Sub Committee Meeting 10.30am  

Monday 21st    Art Van  

    School Council Meeting 7pm 

Tuesday 22nd    Breakfast Club    

  (Volunteers /Parents Helpers Welcome, contact the Office) 

Tuesday 22nd—Thursday 24th  Grade 3 –6  School Camp Sovereign Hill  

Thursday 24th   Grade P –2 Flagstaff Hill Excursion  

   

mailto:simpson.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.simpsonps.vic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Report  

EDUCATION WEEK Mon 24- Fri 28 May 2021- Building Communities. 
We are looking forward to Education week later this month. We are holding an open school on Tuesday 25 May from 9:30am- 
11:00am. We hope to see as many parents, grandparents and friends as possible. We are also welcoming the kindergarten 
students and their families. The Open Morning including quizzes, classroom visits and prizes followed by a Morning Tea. Dur-
ing the week the  students and staff will visit the Simpson and District Community Centre to learn more about the history and 
connections that exist in the Simpson area. To finish off the celebration we will hold a dress up day and parade on Friday 28 
May 2021. We will hold a parade as part of the Friday afternoon assembly at 2:15pm. The theme for the dress up is ‘Building 
Communities.’ After the COVID affected 2020 the Education week focus is about reconnecting with our school communities. 
Some ideas for dress ups include community groups such as CFA, Football/Netball Club, Surf Lifesaving, Scouts/ Guides, 
Bowls, Pony Clubs etc. There are many options. It should be a fantastic week for the students and families at Simpson Primary 
School. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING with YOUR CHILD 
Parents and carers who read aloud with children in a secure, safe and comfortable context motivate their children to read. 
Parents’ perceptions, values, attitudes, and expectations play an important role in influencing their children’s attitudes to-
ward reading, and subsequent literacy development. 
When children share a book with someone who makes them feel special, the attitude that reading is pleasurable is trans-
ferred to other reading encounters. 
  
Relationship building 
At the core of reading is a relationship and it is the bond between children and parents that is enhanced through reading 
together. 
It only takes ten minutes a day to build this relationship. 
  
Children’s reading improves 
The research is conclusive: When parents successfully support their children’s literacy learning from an early age, everyone 
benefits. 
When teachers and parents work together to support children’s reading and academic success, learning outcomes for all 
children improve. 
  
Children read more 
Students who read with their parents are better prepared for school. They begin school with knowledge of book language 
and familiarity with concepts of print. 
They understand how books work and have many more exposures to text types and vocabulary. 
  
Children’s self-esteem improves 
Knowing someone cares enough to take time out of a busy schedule to give you undivided attention around a book makes a 
significant difference to how students perceive themselves as learners and readers. 
When parents show an interest in their children’s learning, children respond positively. 
  
Reading unites families through shared stories 
When a family reads together, stories form a common ground for communicating. Stories bind families and help students 
makes sense of where they fit in the world. 
Not only does parent involvement have a specific and profound impact on children’s reading, but also on children’s language 
and literacy learning in general. 
It is through interactions with parents and carers that children learn new vocabulary, seek clarification of new understand-
ings, and learn to comprehend their expanding worlds. 
Talk is the key to reading and writing success. Talking with children (walking to school, at the table, in the car, bedtime) has a 
significant effect on literacy learning in general. 
 Source: https://www.petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/Parents_guide.aspx 



Prep/1 News 

What a busy start to Term 2. We have managed to get through Anzac Day and Mothers Day, with cooking and craft activi-
ties a big hit with the grade. We also got to pat the Merrett-McKellar’s rabbits. 

Our reading and writing focus is the Mo Willems books, Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus, The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog 
and The Pigeon wants a Puppy. Students have been able to identify the arguments used to try and convince us to let the 
pigeon get his/her way! This week we will write an argument giving reasons to convince the reader about why/why not 
the pigeon should get a puppy. 

Could all parents please hear their child read and enter this into the reading log. At this age, it is very important to prac-
tice reading daily to build confidence. It is also important to practice the sounds and words that are sent home on the 
coloured card. I am not going to keep sending the Oxford word lists home as I have many students who cannot read the 
first 25. We are practising these at school each week. 

In Maths the focus is on addition, this week looking at adding one or two more to a number. We will also look at counting 
on, doubling numbers and facts to 10, as strategies to quickly add two numbers together. 

In Integrated studies we have looked at Life stages and personal history. This week we will be focussing on our Family, 
how our families are different and where our family came from. 

I will display this information on a world map with pieces of wool coming to the map of Australia from all over the world 
and within Australia. 

Show and Tell has become very popular and I have decided to timetable it on Thursday each week. I will be picking a topic 
each week for the students to find something on that topic to share. Please look out for the note each Monday. 

Thank you, Janine Murray 

 



2/3G News 

Firstly I would like to say a massive congratulations and well done to all my year 3’s on completing their first NAPLAN Tests. I 

am so proud of all the hard work you have done to prepare for the tests. “There are no secrets to success. It is the result of 

preparation, hard work, and the positive attitude to want to succeed.” This past week you have all demonstrated a positive 

attitude to succeed and no matter what the result, you have all applied yourselves so very well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that NAPLAN preparations are over, our Literacy and Numeracy routines can return to normal. Over the next two weeks, 
Guided Reading will focus on the comprehension strategies of Inferring and Cause and Effect, Sounds-Write will move from the 
spellings of /ee/ to /oe/ and we will continue to write persuasively in preparation for an upcoming Cold Write. Next week, 
Maths will kick off with a Pre-Test on Addition, which will provide numeracy goals for both students and I. 

2/3G have started mapping Australian gold finds and gold rush locations between 1851 and 1893 on a map of Australia. We 
have also began discussing what life was like on the gold fields and what techniques and equipment were used to mine gold. 
These discussions are in preparation for our whole class Gold Field / Mining Camp Diorama that we will complete over a num-
ber of weeks. 

And lastly, good luck to Ely, Indi and Ollie who are running in tomorrow’s District Cross Country at Noorat. 

Thank You Miss Gappa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    CARE AWARDS          

Congratulations for last weeks Care Award Winners,  

Imogen for Aspirational & Sophie & Avannah for Engagement 

 

 



4/5/6 News  

It has been a busy week full of testing for our grade 4/5/6 students. Everyone has done an amazing job and given their per-
sonal best during NAPLAN. All students have participated in tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar 
and punctuation) and numeracy. We look forward to getting our results mid-August to see our areas of strength as a class and 
school. 

Last week our grade 4/5/6 students wrote a persuasive piece to Mrs Murray. We were persaduing her to let us do buddies 
every week as we haven’t had buddies this term. Mrs Murray was persuaded and we were able to have buddies on Friday, but 
there has been an agreement made. We will have buddies but only every 3 weeks. I was very proud of their writing as a lot of 
rhetorical questions were asked in order to create a dramatic effect or to make a point rather than to get an answer. 

In maths next week we will be focusing on multiplication and division. We will complete a multiplication booklet the first 10 
minutes of maths each day to see our improvement over the next few weeks as well as completing hands on activities. It 
would be great if students could practice their timetables at home. 

For homework this week students haven’t been given a sheet they are to complete 5 set tasks on mathletics by Monday. 

In art this week students were given two pieces of paper, scissors and a glue stick. Add a little creativity and look at what you 
get. Amazing artworks!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were very lucky enough last week to have Stacey come in and listen to the students read. Thank you for your time Stacey. 
If anyone would like to pop in throughout the week you are more than welcome, there is no need to let me know prior.  
Thanks Miss McInnes  

 



 


