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SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Thursday 4th August 2022
Term 3 Week 4

The school values underpin a little school with a big heart:
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. Consideration- We show consideration towards each other.
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible.
Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property.
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.
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New faces
This term we welcomed Alice, Ned, and Cliff to the school. Alice has joined Miss McInnes and the 1/2/3
class. Ned and Cliff have joined Miss Turner and the 4/5/6 class.
We also welcome Ted and his family to the school. Ted will also join Miss Turner and the 4/5/6 class.

Angahook Camp
This week saw the Year 3- 6 students attend Angahook Holiday Camp. This was made available to the
school for free, via DET’s Positive Start Initiative. The students had a very busy 3 days and came home
extremely tired. A big thanks must go to Miss Turner, Ms Hanegraaf, and Abbey for attending the camp.
Check out the photos in the newsletter.
Professional Practice Day – MONDAY 8th August
Just a reminder that this coming Monday 8th August is the staff professional practice day. Staff will be
involved in Numeracy professional learning and planning. Students will not attend school on Monday.
Staff hours
Staff hours-of-work are 8.45am – 4.00pm. Please contact staff during work hours only. Weekend emails or
after-hours emails may not be responded to outside of working hours.
We have had an increased number of parents coming in to speak with staff during teaching times. Please
be aware that unless you have made a prior meeting time with a teacher, you will be stopped at the office.
Head Lice
We have had an increase in the number of head lice cases this term. Can ALL parents please check your
child’s hair? Once treated students can return to school. Should teachers notice any head lice in your
child’s hair, you will be asked to come and collect your child.
For more information, visit Head lice (health.vic.gov.au)
2023 Prep Transition
On Tuesday 9th August, Janine Murray (Prep teacher) and myself will be having a “Coffee and chat” for any
kinder families who wish to join us at 10.30am after Kinder drop off. This will be held in the school library.
2023
2023 enrolments are open and are required to be at the school by Friday 19th August.
Planning for 2023 is currently taking place. Should you know that you will be not attending the school in
2023, please advise the office, so that adjustments can be made for 2023’s structure.
Book Week 2022.
Students are encouraged to dress up on Friday 26th August 2022.
The theme this year is: Dreaming with eyes open...

School Hats
From September 1st, all students are required to wear a school hat that protects their face, neck, and ears
whenever they are outdoors during September - April whenever UV index levels reach 3 and above. Could
all hats please, come back with students in Term 4. Hats are available from the office for purchase for
$13.00. Please ensure hats are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
Long Service Leave
I will be taking long service leave from 22nd August – 16th September. Janine Murray will be in the Acting
Principal role during this time.

Prep/1 News

Janine Murray

A big thankyou to all parents who supported our ‘100th Day of School’ with food to share, helping make
your child look ‘100’ and coming and sharing lunch with us. It was fantastic to see parents, grandparents
and some great grandparents attend. Your presence helped make the lunch a success.

In reading, we have been trying to connect to the texts we read by thinking about other books we have
read or experiences we have had that the book being read reminds us of. We have read Koala Lou, Harriet,
You’ll Drive Me Wild and The Lorax.
In writing, all students are working on a Cinquain poem. This is a poem that has 5 lines.
1st line - one word/subject, 2nd, line - 2 describing words, 3rd line - 3 action verbs ending in ‘ing’, 4th line - 4
words to describe feelings about the subject and 5th line - a synonym for the subject. I will publish the
finished poems in the next newsletter.
We are also completing a recount of our 100th day and our excursion to G.O.R.G.E Chocolates.
Our excursion was a huge hit with all students. They loved making the chocolate pizza and did a terrific job
colouring in alpacas. Matt gave us a very informative talk about alpaca’s and how to care for them.
Precious the alpaca was my groups’ favourite.

In maths, we have been learning about the patterns in the hundreds chart. We played a game, ‘Guess my
number’, where the students had 10 guesses to get my two-digit number. Students had to ask questions
that got rid of the most numbers off the chart at a time, e.g. “Does your number have a 4 in the one’s
column?” or “Is your number odd or even?” As the week progressed, the students got much better at
asking good questions and the scores were Mrs M-4 to Students-2. Students also worked on putting
together a jigsaw puzzle of the hundreds chart and finding numbers that belong on a jigsaw puzzle piece of
the hundreds chart when there is only one number as a clue. Our next unit focus is addition of 2 groups of
objects using the strategies, count all, count on from one number or known fact.
Thank you, Janine Murray.

1/2/3 News

Maddison McInnes

It is hard to believe that we are nearly halfway through term 3 already. We have been lucky enough to go
on camps and excursions this week. I have loved seeing all the photos and the big smiles on their faces.
The students have done an amazing job on their recounts on camp/excursion. The hardest part for the
students was to only include a few of their favourite things!
In reading next week we are focusing on where the character is. We are going to be paying close attention
to the first words of the chapter, and any pictures there may be that tells us the setting. Then when we
read the next chapter, we need to do the same thing but think about how the character went from one
setting in one chapter to the setting in the next.
In maths we are finishing our unit on mass. Students have been able to practice their skills of hefting and
how to use scales. Next week we are moving onto addition and subtraction number patterns. Students will
work on identifying what the pattern is counting by as well as coming up with a pattern for their learning
partner to complete.
In writing, students are split into four groups doing research on an aspect of cow such as their stomachs,
appearance, milk production etc and turning it into an information brochure. This will be our focus for the
next two weeks.
Thank you, Maddison McInnes.

4/5/6 News

Sienna Turner

Another busy couple of weeks in 4/5/6
During reading we have been focusing on
‘visualising’ using our 5 senses.
For writing, we have been continuing our studies
on a range of poetry types. The students had the
opportunity to work in groups to create raps that
demonstrated their knowledge of rhythm and
rhyme.
In mathematics, we have continued focusing on
decimals and their equivalent fractions. Students
made flip charts, cards and booklets that helped
them link the two.
Below is a story from two of the students in our 5/6 vocabulary group:
WHO ARE THEY!

Malka Salas

“Ahhh works like a charm.” “Click.”
The door creaked open slowly, something touched her on the back of her neck. She went as white as snow.
She was in the middle of an abandoned house in the middle of nowhere and she wasn't the only one…
“What did I just touch,” he whispered.
She crept slowly to the corner of the house, her heart sunk like the Titanic.
“Don't worry about it, keep looking, it's got to be here somewhere” he grumped. “Uhh whatever!!”
She heard voices in the distance, but she couldn't quite make out what was happening.
The stairs creaked as they tiptoed up the stairs. “Shhhh someone could be here looking for the valuable
items too.” She watched them as they crept up the stairs. She got a quick glimpse of them, their balaclavas
were as black as ink. She wondered what they were up to. At this moment she knew she only had two
choices. Follow them and accept her fate or… RUN.
He tripped over a glass vase, it shattered into tiny pieces “Why would you trip you fool, one more time and
money is off the line!” Bring, bring, bring, what was that? She thought. She had to see what they were
doing. Bring, bring, bring. “Where did you put it you fool?”
“You had it last stop blaming me for everything, I'm not your punching bag.”
She heard yelling. She was going up the stairs no matter what was happening. She crept upstairs they
creaked. “BANG!”
TO BE CONTINUED!
-By Anna and Keisha
We were also lucky enough to have three year 6 girls undertake Somers Camp. They had an excellent time
and have come away with many life skills and new friends.
SOMERS CAMP
We just got back from Somers Camp! It’s a 9-day camp. We did lots of fun activities like abseiling, bike
riding on a BMX track, going on a giant swing, going on a fly fox, doing bush cooking and orienteering. We
stayed in a cabin with 15 girls, we also had a visiting teacher named Brialey and she was super nice, we
made lots of new friends. We had a fun time except the toast was hard as a BRICK! We’d like to say thank
you to our parents that came all the way to Somers to come see us for Visitors Day, we really enjoyed it.
We’d also like to say thank you to Mrs Berry for giving us the opportunity to go. It was an experience of a
lifetime.
-By Anna, Lucy & Kustom.

Junior School Council
PJ DAY
On Friday the 22nd of July we all dressed up in our pyjamas for National Pyjama Day.
Thankyou everyone who came dressed up and bought along a gold coin donation to raise money for
children in Foster Care as we raised $100.
Thank you to Miss McInnes and JSC members for organising a great day for a fabulous cause.
-Keisha and Marley.

MS Readathon
Thank you to all the families who have already registered their child/ren. There have been a few people
having issues registering. We found if you register your child on a laptop this overcomes the issues. We
have been blown away from the donations students have received so far. We have only just started but
the P-2 students have taken advantage of having the grade 3-6 students away on camp and have got stuck
into reading! We would like to thank everyone who has donated to our students so far. It has really
motivated our students to pick up a book and get their love for reading back! It isn’t too late to register, so
hop on and register your child/ren with the link:
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/simpson-primary-school-community

Notes & Annual Reminders
Happy Birthday to the following students!
Imogen M and Anna.
Please note, term bus notes are now due for any changes to travel arrangements for the term. Travel
notes will have to be re-submitted for them to apply for Term 3. New travel notes can be found attached
to the back of the newsletter or made by contacting the office.
Sent home with the eldest child of each family was a Domino’s pizza voucher. Thank you to Domino’s
Colac for donating these to the school.
The Settlement Supermarket will be offering lunch orders for the school, from Monday to Friday. Attached
to this newsletter is the lunch order list.
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that
the name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the
correct owners.
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App. If you have any problems, please refer to your
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass.
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