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SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive environment,
enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Thursday 30th July 2020

DATES TO REMEMEBER
July
Friday 31st
August
Friday 7th

100 Day Preps Celebration
Hooptime 5/6

Monday 10th Dental Van Visit
Forms attached return by 30th July
National Science Week
Thursday 13th Sub Committee Meetings
Finance 9.30am
Grounds 10.30am
Education 12.30pm
Friday 14th

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
This week we have welcomed another new family to the
Simpson School Community. Kalab has joined our year 2/3
class and is making new friends each day.
We are returning COVID time capsule items along with a small
surprise to each child who returned their work during remote
learning. They are in sealed envelopes and marked “DO NOT
OPEN UNTIL YOUR 21st BIRTHDAY” this way they can be stored
with families and become a lovely keep sake for 21st birthdays
down the track. Don’t be tempted to open early!
Our staff have all been working on ensuring students know
what they are learning during each teaching session –you can
help by asking your child “What did you learn today?” rather
than, “What did you do today?” It’s amazing when we keep a
tight learning focus how quickly new learning can occur. This is
particularly important right now with the number of learning
days that have been impacted by Covid-19.
Stay tuned on Seesaw to see the learning in real time for your
child.

Student Leaders Green Dress Up Day
Kinder Enrolments Due
Hooptime 5/6

Monday 17th School Council Meeting 7pm
Thursday 20th School Photo Day
Friday 21st

Hooptime 3/4

Friday 28th

Hooptime 3/4

Monday 31st

Literacy & Numeracy Week

September
Thursday 3rd AFL 9’s 3/4 Mixed
Friday 4th

AFL 9’s 5/6 Girls

Tuesdays 8th School Production Week
Wednesday 16th Student Led Interviews /Pupil Free Day
(Please note all dates are subject to change to if required)

CARE AWARDS
This weeks award winners for showing Empathy are:
Logan, Andrew & Bianca
During term 1, we sent our years 5 and 6 students to take part
in the Student Leaders Congress in Warrnambool.
Unfortunately, this year we will not be able to share with
other schools the many projects that were planned during the
year. However, all participating schools have aligned to set a
fundraising special activity for Muscular Dystrophy Awareness
and ‘The Gillin Boys’ project. On Friday 14th August we are
having a green dress up theme day, and asking all students to
bring a small donation to be forwarded on to the cause.

Likewise, you may like to purchase green laces by contacting
Chris Gillin, through Facebook (they will mail them to you
directly.)
I am again including the permission to publish forms for our
Creative Arts Project “Simpson- From Gums to Grass.” We
have less than 50% returned so far. It would be really helpful
to finalize who’s images we can send to Creative Arts for their
publicity about the grants funding they have so generously
supplied our school.
In light of new daily information regarding Covid-19 I have
included some helpful guides about how we are currently
operating here at Simpson Primary School. These are challenging times and understandably we are all trying to stay
safe and well. Please take care and contact us if you feel
there is anything we can support you with.

Prep/1 News

2/3 News
This week we have welcomed our new year 2 student Kalab to
our 2/3G team. We were all very eager for his arrival and I am
very proud of how 2/3G have kindly shown Kalab the ‘ropes’
to the 2/3G classroom.
2/3G have been Reading and Writing all about Indigenous
Australians. We have focused on recalling Indigenous facts and
details, inferring what is not said about Indigenous images and
next week we will begin comparing and contrasting between
our lives and the lives of Indigenous Australians. Our writing
focus has been on Hunting and Gathering Tools. 2/3G have
worked very hard reading and highlighting information, filling
in a facts planner and then using their planner to complete a
brochure style information report with hand drawn images!
This week we are concluding Multiplication. 2/3G have been
very busy solving multiplications using skip counting, doubles
and tens facts and using groups of, repeated addition and
drawing arrays. Next week we will begin doing the opposite as
we move into the topic of Division.

What a great start to the term for the P/1 grade. All students
are trying their best and the work being produced is top
notch!! This week is a busy and exciting one. Friday is the
prep students 100th Day at school and our work this week is
linked to this day.

This term in Integrated Studies we are learning lots of
different things about Indigenous Australians. We are learning
about the types of shelters they live in, the hunting tools used
to gather food, how they used the native flora and fauna and
the symbols used to create stories. Each week we are going to
th
A reminder about our 100 Day tomorrow. If possible, can all focus on a new Indigenous topic and use our new knowledge
to create and build parts for an Indigenous Community
students dress like they are 100 years old. I have shown the
grade pictures of how simple this can be. If you google it, you (Diorama).
will get heaps of ideas. I am looking forward to our celebra2/3G Students will use a checklist to make sure that they
tions. A big thank you to the parents who returned the lunch include everything required in their community.
orders yesterday. Please return your bag with 100 items. The
The requirements for their Indigenous Community (Diorama)
grade are learning efficient counting strategies when
are:
counting large numbers. By Friday, all students should be
able to count to 100 by 10’s.
A Shelter
Last week students took home a list of sounds and words
taught to date. Please practise these. When students have
mastered these, I will send new wordlists home.

Indigenous Australians needed shelters to keep dry.
Hunting Tools

Indigenous Australians made their own hunting tools.
In reading, the students have been learning about informative texts with the subject Australian animals. They have been A Fire
identifying the facts and details about animals.
Indigenous Australians used fire to keep warm and cook the
In writing, the focus will be on creating an information poster food that they caught.
on an Australian animal.
Animals
In Maths, our focus is addition. We have been learning to
Students will need to think about what type of animals
break a given number into 2 numbers. Eg: 3 and 2 makes 5.
Indigenous Australians used for food.
The grade ones have been learning their tens facts and require further practice to know all the numbers that make ten Plants and Trees
and the turn around facts.eg: 1+9=10,9+1=10, 2+8 =10 and
Indigenous Australians used plants and trees for food and to
8+2=10. This week we will move onto learning numbers that
make shelters, tools and medicine.
are more or less than a given number. Prep: 1 & 2 more and
grade 1: 5 and 10 more than a given number.
Art / Symbols
Art - Our focus each week is linked to our integrated unit.
This week we will use aboriginal dreamtime symbols to create animal tracks related to the story, ”Kangaroos Hop”.
P.S Keep on eye on Seesaw for pictures of the 100th Day
Thank you, Janine Murray

Many Indigenous art and symbols were drawn on rocks and
caves.
2/3G students have been asked to gather their own materials
from home such as sticks, stones, leaves, bark, reeds, grass,
string or any other materials they would like to use in their
communities.
Thank You Miss Gappa

4/5/6 News

We have had a wonderful week so far. We have
been really interested in learning more about
the hunting and gathering tools Indigenous Australians used. We were very thankful for the
families that brought in juice and milk containers last week, as it meant we all got to make our
fish traps this week. All students are excited to
take them to the dam on Monday to see if we
can catch anything.

Our virtual cross country came to an end last term
and I have tallied up the results and I was shocked. I
can’t believe how quick everyone can run! Let’s say I
may have been the slowest runner out of everyone!
But that’s ok because it was all about improving our
time not who had the quickest time in the final
week. I was very thankful to everyone who participated and sent their results through as I know some
weeks we all forgot every now and then. Next time I
may trial 3kms first before I set the bar too high for
us adults. I will have the prizes to hand out at the
next assembly.
Congratulations to our winners were…

4 year old’s- Isaac Ferrari
9 year old’s- Xavier Costin
10 year old’s- Lucy Ferrari
11 year old’s- Xander Weel
12 year old’s- Leah Robb
Open Age- Amanda Weel

School Uniform Order
Please contact the office if you would like a school
Uniform Order Form. School Photos are Thursday
20th August ( Subject to change due to Covid 19)
Pictured with there Fish Traps are :
Keisha, Leah & Orson
Dental Van Visit
By the end of this week all students should have
uploaded their colour poems to Seesaw. We
worked on these in class last week and wanted
to show them off to you. To access this you just
need to log into seesaw with the family log in
code. I gave this out at the start of the term. If
you have lost this let me know and I can email it
through. We will be posting lots of our work on
Seesaw throughout the year so you can see our
amazing work.

Please note the date for our Dental Van Visit is
Monday 10th August. Completed forms were due at
the Office today. Please send in any forms asap.
Extra forms are available at the Office if required.
Parents Club News
All Parent club activities and meetings are on hold
due to COV 19.

30th July, 2020
The following information is to keep everyone updated on processes we have in place here at Simpson Primary School
in regards to managing the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).
As we know right now, advice does change from week to week, depending on advice from the Chief Medical Officer and
Department of Health and Human Services.
The following are the most up to date processes and measures we have in place in line with advice from DET.
Please remember these preventative measures are in place to protect the health and safety of all families,
students and staff. Please follow them and encourage others to do so.
If you would like health information from the Department of Health and Human Services, you can visit:
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.
The Department of Education and Training (DET) advises that:
Perhaps the most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID19), is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and young people remain at home. While the risk of transmission of the virus
is low, staff or students most at risk of severe illness should individually assess appropriateness for onsite attendance at this
time with support from their medical practitioner. As the main risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school
environment is between adults, it is important that visitors to school grounds are limited to those delivering or supporting
essential school services and operations.
This means that at Simpson Primary:
All unwell staff and students must stay home.
· Parents/carers of students with complex medical needs (including those with compromised immune systems),
should seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site
education is suitable, noting that this advice may change depending on the status of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic in Victoria. This is in line with the DET Health Care Needs policy.
· All visitors to school grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services, education and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs such as our
Creative Arts Program, maintenance workers).
· Whole school assemblies and other non-essential large gatherings will be postponed. Classroom assemblies via
Webex take place on Mondays.
As the main risk of introducing coronavirus (COVID-19) to the school environment is from adults, close proximity between
adult members of the school community should be avoided, particularly during school drop-off and pick-up.
This means that at Simpson Primary School:
· We ask staff and parents/carers to observe physical distancing measures by not congregating in areas inside or
around the school.
· We:
o request students are dropped off as quickly as possible
o request that parents do not enter the school grounds (unless essential or emergency) and to contact the
school by phone or email before hand
o encourage non-contact greetings
Everyone can protect themselves and prevent the spread of coronavirus by continuing effective hand hygiene and use of
masks (from Sunday 2nd Aug 11:59).
This means that at Simpson Primary School:
· All staff and students will undertake regular hand hygiene (washing), particularly on arrival to school, before
and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. This will be directed or supervised by staff where required.
· All adults will be wearing masks when they leave home in Victoria.

·
·
·
·

Teaching staff will be wearing mask when they are not face-to-face teaching but also have the option to wear a
mask even while face to face teaching.
Soap and water is readily available, along with hand sanitizer.
Students must bring their own water bottles to school for use (and refilling). Students should not drink directly
from drinking fountains.
Students are welcome to wear masks and need to be familiar with why people are choosing to do so.

Environmental cleaning, coupled with regular hand hygiene, remains important to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID19) transmission.
This means that at Simpson Primary School:
· We supply staff and students with hand sanitiser, extra hand towel and soap
· We will be practicing hand hygiene immediately before and after recess and lunch times.
· Extra hygiene and disinfectant cleaning is happening daily (3 hours) including progressive cleaning throughout
the day to ensure that risks of transmission are reduced for high-touch services.
For schools outside metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire, the widespread routine use of temperature screening is not
required. However, temperature screening of students who have been to metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire in last
two weeks should be undertaken if they are attending a school outside these areas.
This means that at Simpson Primary School:
· We will ask parents/carers to indicate to the school when their child has travelled into a lockdown zone so that
they can be temperature checked at school following their visit/travel to lockdown areas.
· If a student has a temperature of 37.5 degrees Celsius or above, the school will contact parents or carers to arrange for them to be picked up and taken home.
· We will temperature check students and adults if we notice signs of them being unwell.
Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 metres will not always be practical in education settings. Physical distancing is most important between adults. Reducing mixing between different cohorts (either classes or year levels) is recommended as a precautionary measure to minimise risk of spread of transmission and aid containment in the rare event of a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) on site.
This means that at Simpson Primary School:
·
·
·
·
·

Reduce larger gathering where possible like assemblies for the whole school.
On good weather days encourage staff to keep windows and doors open to promote fresh air flow indoors.
Ask PE teacher to maximise use of outdoor learning areas or environments with enhanced ventilation where
possible and as practical depending on weather conditions.
Timetable so that staff will largely remain in the same classroom area where possible rather than moving from
room to room
Remind staff to maintain physical distancing as much as practical when working in a classroom together.

We further ask that if any close contact is awaiting test results the child not attend school until results are known.

17th July 2020
Dear Parents,
Creative Victoria, in partnership with the Department of Education and Training, has provided grant funding to
Simpson Primary School for the engagement of Hannah Mary French for our ‘Simpson the journey from Gums
to Grass’ project. The Gums to Grass project is a unique opportunity for our students to work alongside professional artists and utilise creativity to explore curriculum focusing on history, ICT and art through the lens of
Local History and storytelling. Using multiple forms of media the students will be creating an animated story of
the Heytesbury Settlement and our school.
During the course of this project, Simpson Primary School, our creative partner Hannah-Mary French and Creative Victoria may collect images of participating students (via photography, video, audio recordings and other
similar mediums) to document the progress and outcomes of the project. Images may also be used publicly by
Hannah and Creative Victoria for the purposes of promoting their programs and profile. For example, on their
websites, promotional materials, educational resources and other similar mediums.
Please tick the appropriate box to specify whether you grant permission, or do not grant permission, for your
child’s image to be used
I grant permission for my child’s image to be collected during the ‘Simpson the Journey from Gums
to Grass’ project and used by Simpson Primary School, Hannah Mary French and Creative Victoria.
OR
I do not grant permission for my child’s image to be collected during the ‘Simpson the Journey from
Gums to Grass’ project and used by Simpson Primary School, Hannah Mary French and Creative Victoria.
Student’s Name: _____________________________________________
Parent’s Name: _____________________________________________
Parent’s Signature: _____________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________

Creative Learning Partnerships - A Victorian Government Initiative

