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The school values underpin a little school with a big heart: 
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. - 

Consideration- We show consideration towards each other. 
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible. 

Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property. 
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.    

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Pomborneit Cricket Club Clinic 

Acting Principal: Melissa Berry 
T: 5594 3298   M: 0458 943 298 

Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au 

 
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

M Berry, A Neave, D Costin, J McVilly, L Mahoney, 
M McInnes, R Vogels, S Quarrell 

 
SCHOOL MISSION 

Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive 
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential. 

 

 

Thursday 13th October 2022 
Term 4 Week 2 

Simpson Primary School 
Enriching learning through 

opportunity 

We were very kindly invited to the Pomborneit Cricket Club for a come and try morning. Girls in grade 3-6 were able 
to refine their cricket skills through different activities. We were lucky enough to meet Lucy Cripps who is a current 
Victorian women’s cricketer and is also playing for the Melbourne Stars in the WBBL. The girls received a show bag 
at the conclusion of the session. We would like to say a big thank you to David Murphy for inviting us to their club 

and the organisation of it all, which made it free of charge. 

http://www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au/


 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

Swimming 

Peace Poster Award 

In Term 3, 4/5/6 students completed a ‘Peace 
Poster’ which was part of the Lions Club Peace 

Poster competition. Last week, the posters were 
judged by Sue Stevens. Grade 5 student, Sophie 

Clark was awarded the winner of the competition 
with her poster now going to be judged at the next 

level in Horsham. All students put in their best 
efforts and were given certificates of appreciation. 

Well done Sophie! 



 

Simpson Primary School Calendar October/November 2022 
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Welcome back to school. I hope everyone had a lovely break whether you were at home or away. My family 
and I enjoyed some extended holidays in Queensland.  The warm weather was amazing, and I am glad the 
weather here is starting to warm up.  
 
We have had a very positive start to term 4, and we are looking forward to another term of focused learning 
and many exciting school activities before the end of the year. It is always lovely to see how happy students 
are to be back at school and I have loved hearing some of their holiday adventure stories over the last two 
weeks. 
 
Attendance Monitoring  
The attendance of students in the Wimmera South West (WSW) Area, in a bid to reduce the incidents of 
Chronic absenteeism in our region, is a focus for all schools as part of DET’S wellbeing and engagement 
strategy. I strongly urge all families to make every effort this term to ensure their child/ren are ‘AT 
SCHOOL, EVERY DAY, ON TIME, READY FOR LEARNING’. I know every parent wants the best opportunities 
for their children and the way to achieve this is to attend school daily. Let us make a real effort to ‘drive’ 
down our absenteeism data at Simpson this term and make the most of every learning opportunity 
presented. Please make contact with Tabatha or myself if you have any attendance concerns regarding 
your children.  
 
Thank you to those parents who are adding attendance notes to Compass.  SMS attendance notifications 
go out daily at 9.30am to families of absent students. If you get one of these notifications, please follow 
the link to add an absent note or contact the school and we can add one for you.   
Alternatively, absence notes can be sent to the school via text message as this may be easier and we can 
add it on Compass. The school mobile number is: 0458 943 298. 
  
Cyber Safety Chat 
On the 8th of November, John Keats the Youth Resource Officer from Victoria Police will be visiting the 
school to have a Cyber Safety Chat with students. Parents are welcome to come to learn more about Cyber 
Safety. Please register you name with the office if you are interested. More details to come at a later date. 
 
Graduation/Final Assembly  
Our graduation/final assembly will be held on Friday 16th December at 12pm. More information will come 
closer to the date. 
 
 

Prep/1 News  Janine Murray 
 
Welcome back to our final term for 2022. I cannot believe our year together will be over in 10 weeks. The 
students have come back eager and ready to learn. I am hoping the holidays have broken the cycle of 
sickness we had in P/1 in term 3. Please remember if your child is unwell, keep them at home.  
 
In reading we are practicing retelling a story using the strategy ‘characters, setting and beginning, middle 
and end’. Students must ensure they use the sentence starters, ‘The characters are…’, ‘The setting is…’, ‘ In 
the beginning…’, ‘In the middle…’ and ‘At the end…’. Feel free to use these strategies after hearing your 
child read their reader. 

Acting Principal  Melissa Berry 



In writing, students completed a holiday recount in their first writing session for the term. I was super 
impressed.  

 
                                                                                                                                                 
 

This week we are looking at explanations. So far, we have seen how to make a sock puppet work and 
students helped me to write the steps on ‘How to clean your teeth’. 
 
In maths, our focus has been Money. The grade has learned about Australian coins and notes, their 
distinguishing features, and the value of each. We are now practicing skip counting by 5s and 10s to add 
small amounts together. Thank you to the parents who sent along money from different countries to show 
the class. We have had money from Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, America, and Vietnam. The grade enjoyed 
finding out the different value and comparing it to our money.  
 
Swimming went well. I would like to thank parents for organising a separate bag. We still had some 
students who were hungry after swimming so it may be that your child needs more snacks in their 
swimming bag. We eat lunch at recess, 10.55am, and students have time to eat a snack after swimming, 
2.00pm. 
 
Thank you, Janine Murray 
 

1/2/3 News Maddison McInnes 

Believe it or not it is term 4. What a year it’s been. Blink and you miss it. We have been busy for the first 
two weeks back with swimming and learning. As the weeks get busier, I would love it if we could have a 
parent helper each morning to complete some readers with the students. I have already got a parent 
coming in on Wednesday so any other day would be a massive help for me in the classroom. Even if it’s 
only for 30 minutes I will be forever grateful.  

We have had a few changes to our specialist timetable this term. See 
below.  

Term 4 specialist timetable 

Science Tuesday 11.25am 

Art/ Library Friday 11.25am 

P.E Wednesday 2.15pm 

Chinese Thursday 11.25am 

In maths we have been focusing on money. We are experts at identifying 
what is on each coin/note. We are focusing this week on representing 
money values in multiple ways and counting change required for a simple 
transaction. This is an example of Peyton’s $10 note information poster. 

Chase Jules Penny 



In reading we are continuing our focus of understanding how our character feel and 
reasoning behind their actions. We have been putting on plays to the class to some 
of our favourite childhood fairy tales.  

This term our overall focus for writing is upleveling our work to ensure we have 
interesting vocabulary and making sure that we aren’t rambling on. Last week we 
ensured that our recounts of our holidays had a sentence starter that hooked the 
reader in. Here is an example of Josh’s introduction. This week we continue that 
focus of adding interesting/detailed words into our explanation writing. 

Thank you, Maddison McInnes. 

4/5/6 News Sienna Turner 

 
Welcome back! I cannot believe that it is Term 4 already. The year is flying by. 
 
For reading, we are analysing techniques authors use to make a text interesting. For example, suspense, 
layout, emotive language, high level vocabulary, diagrams with captions, etc. 
 
During writing we are focusing on explanation texts. Year 4 students are working on the ‘4 stages of the 
Water Cycle’, while Year 5’s and 6’s are looking at ‘How different natural disasters occur’ and a challenging 
topic of ‘How the body digests food.’ 
 
For maths, students have been practising and fine tuning their division skills. Year 4’s have been 
highlighting important information in number sentences to help them solve the problem. Year 5’s have 
been working on division sums with remainders and year 6’s are learning to solve sums that have all four 
operations using their ‘BIDMAS’ skills and knowledge. 
 
During Respectful Relationships we have been talking about stress management. We discussed how 
everyone gets stressed at different points in life and found that some of the stresses that we may have felt 
at home and at school, others in our class relate to as well. It was great to see the students opening up and 
having a mature discussion about multiple ways they can deal with stress. 
 
Don’t forget that homework is due in on Fridays. It is highly recommended that all students read every 
night. 
 
Well done everyone on an excellent first week of swimming, the organisation and leadership 
demonstrated by the class was amazing. 
  
I am looking forward to a very busy and fun term. Thanks, Miss Turner. 

 
New Addition to the Lunch Order List! 
The Settlement Supermarket now have the twisted healthy treats, frozen yoghurt. They are in a 120ml 
container. There are 4 flavours: chocolate & vanilla, chocolate & banana, strawberry & vanilla, and mango 
& watermelon. There are $2.50 each and they have a 4–5-star health rating. See the updated lunch order 
list at the end of the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

Notes & Annual Reminders 



Please note that students are not allowed to arrive and enter the school grounds prior to 8:45am. 
 
Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please enter the school via the front door and report to 
the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass. 
 
The Settlement Supermarket are offering lunch orders for the school, from Monday to Friday. Attached to 
the newsletter is the lunch order list. 
 
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that 

the name has been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some hope of returning items to the 

correct owners.  

Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App.  If you have any problems, please refer to your 
Compass booklet or contact the office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 8.30am until 
3.30pm & Fridays from 8.30am until 10.30am 
 

 
  

Community News  



  
 
 



 



 
 

 


