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The school values underpin a little school with a big heart: 
At Simpson we C.A.R.E. - 

Consideration- We show consideration towards each other. 
Aspirational- We aspire to be the best version of ourselves possible. 

Respect- We respect ourselves, others and property. 
Engage- We engage to do our best at all times.    

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Friday the 11th of November, Simpson Primary School partook in a Remembrance Day ceremony where 
all staff and students reflected on and paid their respects to the armed forces of World War I. The Grade 6 
students ran the ceremony and the flag was flown at half-mast. 

Remembrance Day 

Principal: Melissa Berry 
T: 5594 3298   M: 0458 943 298 

Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.simpsonps.vic.gov.au 

 
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

M Berry, A Neave, D Costin, J McVilly, L Mahoney, 
M McInnes, R Vogels, S Quarrell 

 
SCHOOL MISSION 

Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive 
environment, enabling all students to achieve their potential. 
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Simpson Primary School Calendar November/December 2022 
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P-12 
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10:30-11:30: 

Family Science 
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12pm: Final 

Assembly 

17 

18 19 

 
Curriculum 

Day –  
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20 

 
Final Day – 

Staff Only 

    



C.A.R.E. Value Awards 

 

Swimming – Survival Skills 
 
This week at swimming, all students participated in a survival skills lesson and water safety. Students used 
and were taught about how lifejackets worked. They also jumped in the deep end and used boards and 
instructed their partner on how to swim to safety. 

 

 
 
 

Engagement Consideration Respect Aspiration 



 
2023  
Planning for next year is well underway. We will again run three classrooms, and learning specialist areas in PE, 
Science, Chinese, and MACC/MARC programs. It is extremely pleasing that the Education Department have 
announced that funding for the Tutor Learning Program will be extended into 2023. Primary means of identification 
will be teacher judgement using existing classroom-based observation and assessments. We are extremely pleased 
with the learning gains our students have made who have been part of the program this year. 
 
Staffing 2023 
Our 2023 P-6 staffing list and class structures have been finalised and passed at School Council. Student numbers 
have heavily influenced the class structure for 2023.  
Next year, we will also welcome a new staff member, Miss Maddison Tegelhuter. Miss Tegelhuter will be replacing 
Mrs Murray who will be enjoying a year of Long Service Leave. 
 
We wish Miss Sienna Turner all the very best for 2023 and thank her for all her work and dedication to the students 
and families at Simpson Primary School over the past year. 
 
We also would like to wish Miss Abbey Carlin all the very best for her university studies and thank her for all her 
work and dedication to the students and families at Simpson Primary School over the past year. 
 
2023 Staffing 
Prep/1 – Miss Maddison Tegelhuter 
2/3 – Miss Maddison McInnes 
4/5/6 – Miss Jannique Hanegraaf 
Science & P.E – Mrs Naomi Marr-Vogels 
Education Support – Mrs Paula Newcombe 
Business Manager – Mrs Tabatha Robb 
Principal – Mrs Melissa Berry 
 
Booklist & Parent Payments  
We are extremely grateful for the response we have received for 2022 payments, with many of our families making 
financial contributions to the school and to supplement additional programs we deliver.  
The changes to the parent payment policy continue in 2023, I encourage families to read the updated information 
that has been previously sent home. The ongoing support of our families ensures that our school can offer the best 
possible education for our students.  
For the 2023 year, we will again see a booklist for all students. Booklists and online ordering details have been sent 
home in an envelope addressed to parents. If you have not yet received yours or have misplaced it, please contact 
the school.   

 

End of Year Dates/ Reminders  
• December 13th – State-wide Transition Day.  

• December 15th – Final day of formal classes. 

• December 16th – Family Science Challenge from 10.30am - 11.30am 

 Final Assembly & Year 6 Graduation starting at 12pm  

• December 19th – Pupil Free Day: 2023 planning  

• December 20th – Final day for staff. 

 
2023  

•  Monday, January 30th - Classes begin for all students commencing school. 

•  Prep students will have Wednesdays off until the long weekend in March. 

 
Sunshade Grant  
I am very pleased to inform families that the shade sail has been completed.  Students are loving this new space and 
enjoy eating their lunch at the picnic tables. 

Principal  Melissa Berry 



Prep/1 News  Janine Murray 
 
What a busy last 3 weeks of school we are going to have. Final lessons in swimming, art, library and 
Chinese. All students are showing me the depth of their learning through a range of assessments being 
completed for report writing. I have been very impressed! 
 
In Chinese this week, we learned about the Chinese New Year. Students were surprised to learn that 
Chinese New Year is not on a set date each year but follows the lunar calendar and is on the date of the 
first full moon in the new year. Xiong highlighted the similarities and differences to our New Years 
celebrations. Dumplings are the food to eat during the Chinese New Year because the Chinese name for 
dumplings means renewal and out with the old, in with the new. The students made a dumpling, out of 
playdough by following Xiong’s directions. It was an engaging lesson! 

 
I am looking forward to seeing all parents at our final assembly on December 16th at 12.00pm. 
Thank you, Janine Murray. 
 

1/2/3 News Maddison McInnes 

 
I can’t believe how quick this term has gone. With only 3 weeks left, we still have lots of learning and fun 
crafts for Christmas to complete.  
We have had a busy last couple of weeks with testing. All students should be very proud of themselves, 
with everyone making growth over the year! This is rewarding for the students for finally having a FULL 
year at school, all the hard work and determination has paid off.  
 
December the 8th will be the last day that home readers will be sent home. If anyone has any library books 
at home, can they also be returned as well over the next two weeks.  
 



Next week we are going to start our integrated studies assignment. Students will pick a transport vehicle, 
communication device or a toy.  They will make a timeline of their chosen toy, mode of transport or 
communication device to show: 

• what it looked like and how it was used in the past 
• what it looks like and how it is used now 
• how it might look and how it may be used in the future 

 
I look forward to seeing their timelines come together over the next couple of weeks.  
 
Thank you, Maddi McInnes. 
 

4/5/6 News Sienna Turner 

 
During reading, students have been focusing on the skill of inferring. To infer, a person needs to read 
between the lines to understand what is happening or how a person feels. We have been practising 
inferring for sentences and images by using our prior knowledge and any clues. 
 
Last week we finished off our Australian Government PowerPoint’s. Each student presented their 
PowerPoint to the class. It was excellent to see all the students hard work in writing and the creativity 
showcased in the final product. 
This week, we begin our narrative unit where students have chosen a specific narrative topic and are using 
their 5 senses and high-level vocabulary to paint a picture to the reader. 
 
During our probability unit the students created and used ‘Probability Sliders’ to show the probability of 
certain events occurring. For example, it was 100% certain that Miss Turner would not share her chocolate 
with the 4/5/6 students or showing the probability of rolling a 5 on a dice. Students conducted and 
recorded several experiments as well as competing in games such as Beat IT and Greedy Pig where they 
had to decide whether to ‘risk it’ or work with the probability to get the highest score. 

 
Amanda Neave & Lorraine Mahoney would also like to say thank you to the Grade 4/5/6 students who 
have been helping with Breakfast Club on Tuesday mornings.  
 
As the end of the year is fast approaching, make sure to get lots of rest and sleep.  
 
Thank you, Miss Turner. 
 
 
 



 
Simpson Primary School celebrated its 50 Year Reunion on Sunday 30th October. 
Thank you to Sue Stevens, Debbie Smith (Simpson Community Centre) & Simpson Primary School parents 
Amanda Neave, Sharyn Quarrell and Tabatha Robb for all the organisation, displays and Facebook posts 
that made the day a great success. 
More than one hundred people were in attendance. This included special guest Brian Gleeson, the 
inaugural School Council President, 1972 Grade 6 teacher Miss Goldsmith, and other past teachers 
including Lorna Stinchcombe, Leanne Coates (Sumner), Judy Melville, Trevor Smith, Sheryl Currie & Ashlee 
Carrigan Walsh. It was great to catch up with past students including Carol Duynhoven, Sally & Greg Rooke, 
Brendan & Yolanda McVilly, Tim & Suzanne Spokes, Neil Hawkins, John Vogels, Andrea Weel, Belinda 
Hussey, Sean Hunter, and the Deppeler, McGrath, O’Connor, and Veenstra families to name a few. 
Special thanks to Naomi Marr-Vogels and the following current students, Blake Ferrari, Fin Mahoney, 
Cooper and Jordan Beecher, Xander Weel, Ellen Whiting, Anna Robb, Lucy and Ollie Ferrari, Indiannah 
Collins and Tyler Love for helping with tours on the day, Janet Rogerson for the photography, and the 
Simpson Lions Club for the BBQ and refreshments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simpson Primary School 50th Reunion 



On the 17th of October 2022, the Emergency Services Foundations Side By Side Trek finally went ahead 
after two years of delays. After flying to Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea, everyone was excited to meet 
the team we would spend the next 9 days with. It was made up of 22 emergency services personal, two 
tour guides (also emergency services) and a local porter team of 40 people. 
The Kokoda Track provided some challenging terrain and difficult walking to cross some steep and muddy 
tracks. Some days river crossings were needed to be completed, with the rivers ranging from ankle deep to 
waist height.  
The whole team continued to push forward regardless of injuries or illness because everyone understood 
the important history of the track from the ANZACs who fought in the Second World War. 

 
I want to thank all of you at Simpson Primary School for helping me to raise over $1,000 for the Emergency 
Services Foundation. For the parents, staff and students who joined the Timboon walk, thank you very 
much in helping the Foundation reach a current total of over $32,000. 
 
Thank you, Darcy Walsh. 

 
Happy Birthday to the following students!!! 
Harry V, Kalem, Henry, Cooper & Kimble. 
 
Please note that students are not allowed to arrive and enter the school grounds prior to 8:45am. Staff 
commence supervision from 8:45am onwards. Could students who arrive at school after 8.55am please 
enter the school via the front door and report to the office, so we can mark your attendance via Compass. 
 
Please ensure that all absences are noted via Compass App.  If you have any problems, please contactthe 
office during office hours Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8.30am-3.30pm & Fridays: 8.30am- 10.30am. 

Darcy Walsh – The Kokoda Track 

Notes & Annual Reminders 
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