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SCHOOL MISSION
Provide high quality education in a positive, supportive environment,
enabling all students to achieve their potential.

Thursday 5th November 2020

DATES TO REMEMEBER
Thursday 12th Student Free Day (Cirriculum Day)
Thursday 19th Sub Committee Meetings
Finance 9.00am
Grounds 10.00
Education 12.30pm
Friday 20th

Student Free Day (Report Writing Day)

Monday 23rd School Council Meeting 7pm
December
Tuesday 8th

Statewide Transition Day

Thursday 10th Year 6 Graduation To be Confirmed
Wednesday 16th End of Term 4

P- 1 News
Well. Here we are, week 5 of term 4. How quickly this term is going. I am really impressed with how focused my students are
and how well they are working. We have had a busy few weeks. The buddy games afternoon was huge success with all students showing their willingness to work together. We have also had another day with Hannah. We are working on drawing,
painting and learning the new IT skills of videoing and stop motion. The class love these days and look forward to our next
sessions with Hannah and seeing the whole Creative Arts Project, ”From Gums to Grass” come together. Last week we completed some art projects about Halloween. I was blown away with the finished art works. My class listened and worked carefully to create some impressive bats and some Halloween silhouettes.

2/3G News
Half way through fourth term already! Wow the weeks are just flying. This term 2/3G have a large focus on VCOP. We
have been reading rich literature texts to find ambitious vocabulary, connectives, openers and words or phrases of time,
that we can use in our own writing. We are currently practicing recount writing for an upcoming Big Write and are revising
our knowledge of fractions in mathematics. Last week, 2/3G celebrated Halloween by creating some ‘spooktacular’ pieces
of art. We experimented with PVA glue, salt and food dye. We were amazed with how the salt absorbed and blended the
colours together. After learning about how to mix primary paint colours to make secondary paint colours with Hannah, we
thought we would try blending, from light to dark, to illustrate a spooky night sky. And, following a whole class mini session with Julie, 2/3G continued the discussion around how we are all different and that being different is what make us,
US! We looked at our finger prints and learnt that even twins have completely different finger prints, just like zebras and
their stripes.

4/5/6 News
We have been busy little beavers the last few weeks. We have been learning about angles at a year 7 level in maths and I
am proud of every single student. This week in maths we are revisiting fractions and punctuation in our writing. What a
terrific effort everyone went to for our Book Week, even with restrictions, we still managed to undertake our school parade. Photos were posted onto Seesaw as well a class photo on the school website. Judging of the Peace Posters occurred
last week. Well done to our grade 5/6 students who completed their posters. The winner was Eve Ayres, her poster now
goes onto the next stage of the competition. We look forward to hearing in the following weeks how she goes. Good luck
Eve. I would also like to say a massive thank you to Bev Hawkes and her fellow judges from the Simpson Lions Club. We
were lucky enough to welcome Hannah back into the classroom this week. We learnt how to use the stop motion app by
using all types of affects such as the onion skin. We have made great progress with getting our scenes and characters
ready for filming. When Hannah comes back next week we hope that everyone has finished filming so we are able to edit
and add sound to our productions. A reminder that students need to ensure they are bringing their diary to school every
day. This is where students write their spelling words for the week as well as other communication.
Thanks Miss McInnes

———————————————————————————————————————————

From our Student Leaders
———————————————————————————————————
While our grade 6 students were helping set up PMP for Mrs Murray they took a moment to interview
some students from grade Prep/1. We hope you like getting to know more of our students at Simpson Primary School.
Ayla Crole
How many pets do you have? 4 pets. 1 dog and 3 cats
What’s your favourite colour? Pink
What’s your favourite movie? Frozen
What do you like to do in your spare time? I like to do some colouring
What’s your favourite ice-cream flavour? Rainbow
What’s your favourite meal to have at tea time? Spaghetti Bolognese

Dion Lovell
What’s your favourite sport? Football
What’s your favourite colour? Gold
What’s your favourite ice-cream flavour? Chocolate
What’s colour are your eyes? Green
How many pets do you have? 3 pets
Who do you like to play with at lunch? Loklun

Sadie McVilly
What’s your favourite sport? Netball
How many pets do you have? 4 pets. 2 cats and 2 dogs
Who is your favourite movie? SpongeBob
What’s your favourite colour? Pink
Who’s your favourite teacher? Mrs Currie
What’s your favourite subject at school? Art

Exciting News! Our Fundraising Partner Ritchies IGA, are launching their new Ritchies Card, incorporating the Community
Benefit Program and this will not only benefit our organisation, but also all our members. The program now has an App for
both IOS and Android smart devices. For those members who don’t have a smart phone, or would like a physical card, this
option is also available and can be linked to the App. Every month, our organisation will receive 0.5%* of our members’
spend in Ritchies Stores PLUS our members will receive special offers and member only specials via the App. *T&C’s apply
see https://www.ritchies.com.au/ritchiescardterms Featuring monthly promotions, cheaper prices for you, Collect and
Win, as well as games and lots more fun things to do, this is a great opportunity to support our club. You can download the
Apps by scanning the QR codes below - or search for Ritchies in the Apple App Store or Google Play.

Parent Payment Arrangements
Simpson Primary School

Dear Parent/carer,
Simpson Primary School (SPS) is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like to advise
you of Simpson Primary School parent payment arrangements for 2021.
Simpson Primary School makes every effort to keep the cost of items and activities to a minimum and affordable for all
parents.

Financial Support for Families
Simpson Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support
options, including:



The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund – Families who qualify with a health care card may access
CSEF funding towards camps, swimming, and excursions. Application for this will be required each
year and parents will be advised when applications are accepted. For each Primary school student
who qualifies, the school will receive $125.00 which will be credited towards camps, sport, swimming
and excursions.



State Schools Relief - State Schools’ Relief provides support to any Victorian student attending a government school (primary, secondary or specialist), on the advice of the school. Schools are able to
submit an application directly, whenever they believe there is a need to support a student whose family/carers are facing difficulty in providing the appropriate uniform, footwear or educational items for
attending school.



Second hand uniforms onsite (when available)

For a discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment arrangements, please
contact:

Andrea Taylor
Ph.: 03 55943298 | Email: simpson.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Payment Methods
Direct Deposit – Account: Simpson Primary School Council Official, BSB: 063508, Acc: 00 901460 Reference: contact
school
Cash - In Person
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy please see a one page overview attached.
Yours sincerely,

Andrea Taylor
Principal

Colin Costin
School Council President

Fee schedule – P-6

Please find the itemised list of Essential Student Learning Items and Optional Items for your child.
Simpson Primary School also continues to welcome your voluntary contributions for 2021

Essential Student Learning Items
Below is a list of items and activities which are essential for your child to learn the standard curriculum. You may choose to
purchase these items through the school or provide your own. Please indicate which items you would like to purchase
through the school on the table below:

Essential Student Learning Items

Amount

Student Requisites – itemised list available

$100.00

Additional Art, STEM, Performing Arts, Library, Global

$25.00

Cultural Incursions Activities (3 per year minimum)

$30.00

Swimming

T.B.A.

Grade 2 overnight School Sleepover

T.B.A

3/6Camp – Sovereign Hill

T.B.A

TOTAL

$155.00

Optional Items
Simpson Primary School offers optional items and activities that are additional to the delivery of the standard curriculum –
see camps below. Camps are designed to broaden the school experience for your child.

Optional Item

Amount

Optional Sporting Activities

$TBA

School Photos

$TBA

Special Music Tuition with tutor (on request) Voluntary Family Donation

$TBA

Parent Club membership (per family)

$5

Voluntary Donation to School
TOTAL $

Communication with parents
In respect to each school’s development of its parent payments, school councils will engage in effective communication with
the school community and have strategies in place to ensure they are aware of and understand the needs and views of parents.
Payment information will be outlined in the following instances;


at least 4 weeks before the conclusion of the school year – stating the due date as the end of term 1 with earlier payment appreciated (progressive payment arrangements can be made), including information regarding the school camps
program for the following year



camps program payment plan outlined on the school calendar from the beginning of term 1



progressive payment arrangements process outlined – parent to consult/advise Business Manager/Principal



fees and parent payment information sent home in the newsletter at the beginning of the school year



fees and parent payment information available on the school website and information pack



invoices sent home to families in mid term 1 and termly following this date



Our school will consider requests for partial or full refunds of payments made by parents on a case-by-case basis taking into account the individual circumstances. Generally we will not be able to refund payments made for items purchased or costs that have already been paid where those funds have already been transferred to a third party. For example, camp costs when a child becomes unwell and cannot attend in circumstances where the payment has already been
made or committed to a third party and no refund is available to the school. Where possible, we will make this clear to
parents at the time of payment.



Families transferring into our school are charged pro-rata rates for materials supplied

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s annual review cycle.

Approved by School Council on

October 19th 2020

Review Date

October 2021

