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Principal Report
It might be hard to believe but we are already well into our planning for 2021. It is a year of great optimism for our school as we will welcome our largest prep group for several years. These 13 new faces along with the exiting 5 year six students should see our student population begin to rise. With this in mind we have finialised our grade structures and plan to run three classrooms.
Our Prep/1 Class with Mrs Murray, our 2/3 Class with Miss Gappa and our 4/5/6 Class with Miss McInnes, along with extra adult support
during Literacy & Numeracy , Ms Marr Vogels will continue to provide Stem & PE for all classes. All classes will be under 20 supporting the
best opportunity for learning through the year. Just as we have this year, our classes will all be multi age groups and all small numbers- just
another benefit of being a small rural school.
Our school provides a unique connectedness where students are known and cared for by all members of our team. The sense of village
and belonging that is created in a rural school allows students to support and accept each other in a way that can not be replicated in a
larger setting. Our students know that they must develop skills of kindness, inclusion and tolerance because leaving people out is simply
not an option. We don’t have clicky groups and are able to see and act when any of our students seems to be struggling. We are proactive
in ensuring each child has the best opportunities to have a rich and fulfilling learning experience here at Simpson Primary School.
Last night I listened with interest as Cricket Australia talked about how they had needed to move forward from the challenges of the last
few years. Tim Paine spoke about how he may be the Captain the team is not his but Australia’s. This really hit home for me- Simpson Primary School is our community school, we simply must ensure that it thrives for the whole community to benefit from all that a vital school
can provide a rural area.
2021 will see us begin the year with ART as a new specialist offering. The success of our creative arts work this term with Hannah, has
made it clear that we certainly have some talented students, who will develop and enjoy our inclusion into the MAAC mobile art delivery
service. Every second Monday, we will have Mrs Williams, the art teacher working with our student in the art room. We have also made
our booking for the swimming program to occur in term 1. This is reflective of the fact that we are concerned the 2020 program was not
able to go ahead and believe it is vital to have our students develop these skills as soon as possible for safety reasons given the environment we live in.
Finally a reminder that tomorrow is report writing day enjoy a long weekend.

P- 1 News
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy week few weeks consolidating work and testing. All students have been showing me their best effort!
Our learning has been focused on making our recounts sound better by using Ollie Openers and punctuation. On Monday
students completed a Cold Write assessment writing task and all students have shown a marked improvement.
We have continued our lessons of Sounds Write and will be reviewing all the sounds taught this year over the coming few
weeks.
In maths, we have completed our unit on multiplication including the use of skip counting by 2,5, and 10. Over the fortnight of this unit, the grade improved their ability to skip count by 2’s from 38.59 seconds to 15.47 seconds. Thank you to
all parents who supported their child to learn these skip counting patterns. Our next maths unit is division.
We have also completed some fantastic art activities. The students looked at Monets Dot paintings and then attempted a
painting with a bridge. We also completed a mosaic poppy for Remembrance Day. Their finished pieces are inspiring!
Please look at the P/1M page on the school website for these.
Buddies
As the transition teacher I have also been holding Buddy training classes with our 4/5 students. This week we had a Webex
meeting with the kinder children to introduce ourselves to our buddy. The 4/5 students have shown a maturity and
knowledge beyond their years!
Our 2021 Buddies are:
Chase- Kustom

Kimble- Lucy F

Isaac- Lucy J

Landon- Blake

Jack- Orson

Mabel- Bianca

Jordan- Xander & Clayton

Matilda- Ellie

Kaiden- Marley

Sophie-Minka

Ted-Riley

Thomas-Anna

Violet- Keisha

2/3G News
Honestly where has the term gone? It’s hard to believe that we only have 18 days left!
The last few weeks in 2/3G have been hectic to say the least. However, I am so proud of everyone in 2/3G for the way they
have carried themselves throughout test after test. It’s a busy and often tough time of year but it truly is amazing to see
the growth made by each and every student.
We have also spent another day with Hannah, working on our Creative Arts Projects. The year 2 students continued creating their Stop Motion’s, illustrating Simpson's early farm life, and the year 3 students continued using the green screen
and Photoshop to re-enact photos taken within the school, from the 1970's and 1980's. Check out 2/3G’s website page for
some photos!
This week 2/3G have been introduced to Pobble365! Which is an amazing website that features an image for every day of
the year, each image comes with story starters, questions and grammar challenges. Students have been given the freedom
to choose their own day in the year and use their imagination to continue the stories.
In Maths, we have been learning about Area and Perimeter, why Area and Perimeter is important and how to calculate
them using Addition and Multiplication. We have also been learning about the Phases of the Moon. Keep an eye out for
our Seesaw posts and ask students if they can remember the names of each phase.
2/3G recently completed a ‘Christmas in Wannon’ Competition and on Friday we received a beautiful phone call from the
Wannon Office in Hamilton. They were just thrilled to receive our entries! We are the first school to enter into the competition, so fingers crossed we have made a good first impression and end up with a winner. Enjoy the three-day weekend,
Miss Gappa.

4/5/6 News
Everyone told me term 4 is always busy and they were right! We have been busy little beavers in Grade 4/5/6 over the
term. We have nearly completed all our testing for the term and it’s great to see a great amount of growth from over the
year we have had. Covid-19 hasn’t stopped us from learning and developing our skills. This week we welcomed Clayton
into our class, all the students have done a great job into helping him settle in. Remembrance Day this year was held a
little bit different due to Covid-19. We read the picture story book called Alfred, it gave us information on the significance
of this event and how soldiers felt post war. This allowed students to really bring alive their story writing and poems. This
week we also celebrated NAIDOC week by completing a class display. I look forward sharing it all with you in the next
newsletter as we are still doing some final details. Last week we had Hannah in to help keep us on track to ensure our
movies are ready for us to share with you all. We got to play with the green screen and all different animation over the
two days. Our stories are coming together really well. It’s been great to see students think outside of the box and work
with the materials they have. For instance Cooper was dressed by the Grade 4 students using a lot of safety pins to hold
the material together! Next week we move onto area and perimeter, openers in our writing, the ow sound and ensuring
we are decoding words correctly that are unfamiliar to us.
Thanks Miss McInnes

———————————————————————————————————————————

From our Student Leaders
———————————————————————————————————
We thought we would take the opportunity to interview some of our prep students this week to give the kindergarten students an insight of Simpson Primary School and what the year of a prep student is like.

Patrick

What has been your favourite memory of prep this year? Playing outside.
What is your favourite subject and why? Reading because you get to read anything.
What advice do you have for our new preps next year at our school? Make sure you go to the teacher.
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 1? Playing in the play ground.

Ollie
What has been your favourite memory of prep this year? Playing with the cow set.
What is your favourite subject and why? Reading and library as I like to read.
What advice do you have for our new preps next year at our school? Listen to your teachers.
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 1? Making new friends.

Luciana
What has been your favourite memory of prep this year? Our 100 days of being at school.
What is your favourite subject and why? I like P.E as you can play games.
What advice do you have for our new preps next year at our school? If you need help a teacher will always help you.
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 1? I am looking forward to everything.

Notes & Reminders

Skool Bag Absences & Bus Notes
Please make any changes to your child’s Attendance or Bus changes via the Skool Bag App if possible, or by phoning the
School during Office hours.
School Uniform Order
The last order for School Uniforms will be Tuesday 1st December.
If you require a Uniform Order Form, please contact the School Office.

