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DATES TO REMEMEBER
Tuesday 8th

Statewide Transition Day

Thursday 10th Year 6 Graduation
Friday 11th

Adventure Park

Monday 14th Students Report s sent Home
Wednesday 16th End of Term 4 For Students 3.15 pm Finish
January 2021
Thursday 28th Term 1 Begins All Students

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the Staff
at Simpson Primary School
Principal Report

What a great week it has been with us trialling changes to the daily session times. Already we have learned that our kids are
more focused on their learning when we are able to provide time for focused activities that enable them to work with the
teacher, with their peers and independently during the learning process. The increase in practice time during maths, in particular, has enabled students to be both exposed to new learning, practice it, have time to reflect on what they are learning,
then have another opportunity to apply their learning all in the one teaching session. We are certainly feeling the change in
lunch time but this will settle as our tummies become acclimatized to the later lunch.
Our Adventure Park Fun Day is fast approaching. Tomorrow I will be sending in the final attendance figures and lunch orders
to ensure they are all available on Friday the 11th. This school event will be a small step in helping our kids see that life is
moving forward and while there may be some changes along the way we can still participate safely in group situations.
As this will be the final printed newsletter for 2020 I would like to thank all of those who have done so much to support us
here at school over what has been an exceptionally unusual school year.
The staff here have worked tirelessly to try their very best to ensure that no student, or family for that matter, suffered hardship during the on-again off-again on site learning process. It has been incredible the efforts these people have gone to for
your child. I THANK THEM ALL AND LOOK FORWARD TO THEIR CONTINUED DEDICATION TO THEIR WORK HERE AT SIMPSON
PRIMARY

To our beautiful year six students who are now in their final few weeks of primary education I say thanks for being you!
These individuals have been a delight to work with. They have displayed huge personal growth and developed exceptional
leadership skills as a small group of five throughout the year. They have been asked to fulfill leadership roles and help create a culture of CARE right across the school and they have been outstanding examples of what it is to be a Simpson Primary School Kid. They are resilient, resourceful, considerate and caring people who I know will go on to their new schools
in 2021 ready for all that life will bring their way. Thanks Leah, Eve, Hope, Cooper and Noah we are very proud of the people you are.

School concludes for all students with a 3:15 finish on Wednesday 16th December.
School Term 1 2021 resumes for all students on Thursday 28 th January.

P- 1 News
Our learning has been focused on using what happened as our Ollie opener in our recounts to entice the reader. Some
fantastic examples were: Alexis: Oh boy…Sadie came to my house… Dion: I had to go on a long drive… Harry: “What, did
you do something in the shed?” Josh: It took a long time to build my 2 lego robots. Patrick: The bridge was long and scary.
Ayla: Oh boy! My cousins are coming over. We have continued to review all the sounds taught this year in Sounds Write
using decodable books, where the students have to read the words containing the sounds in a story. In maths, we have
been working on sharing equally to work out division problems in the form of a story and being able to write the number
story. E.g. There were 4 teddies and they had 8 lollies to share, how many lollies will each teddy get? 8 ÷ 4 = 2. Next we
had to read the number story and represent it with a drawing, after modelling using counters. For the remaining few
weeks, we will be reviewing the areas that students had trouble with in the end of year assessments. These were 2D Shape
and 3D objects, time, statistics and probability.

In art, we are looking at Kindness and all the words to describe what kindness means. We will use these words and write
them on paper strips to make kindness chains. Each student will write one strip , for every other student, describing how
they are kind. These will be attached to a self portrait and posted on Seesaw. Mrs Murray

2/3G News
This week 2/3G have been very busy writing letters to Santa. We have asked him lots of questions, especially ones concerning
the toy production during Covid-19. As you could imagine, we are very eager to read his replies. Last week, we completed the
numeracy topic of Chance and this week we have moved onto the Transformation of Shapes. We have been investigating and
demonstrating the effect flips, slides and turns have on a shape. 2/3G have continued learning all about the Moon. We have
been reading books about the Moon on Epic and we have been completing Seesaw tasks on the Moon Phases. We have finished our Moon Rover Challenge, with some very impressive designs! All students in 2/3G were heavily engaged with this project, ensuring all their rovers had: 4 or more wheels, an arm to collect samples, storage for samples, controls and a camera or
video. They were tested and trailed and let’s just say some rovers were more flexible and durable compared to others. Thanks
Miss Gappa

4/5/6 News
This week we have been focusing on improving our story openers. It’s great to see students adding in more detail and grabbing
the reader’s attention. Here are some examples.
Never just never, have I seen something as bad as this. Cooper Whiting
Click, clack, the gold big door opened in the misty sky. Kustom Robertson
As the birds fly past in the dark grey sky I sit there and watch imagining how it would feel to be free again. Minka MerrettMckellar
The land was cold and barren there was nothing in sight apart from a golden round cage. Eve Ayres
Flash backs were happening as the gorilla was lying on the ground slowly dying. Lucy Ferrari
I gave the class some ‘sick sentences’ that were boring and needed to be fixed. Grade 4/5/6 started with the following sentences.
The zebra walked along. She felt scared. It was raining.
They had to add detail and interesting vocab to fix them. They all did a great job and it’s great to see them all excited to share
their improved sentences. Here are a few to share with you all.
The zebra was just walking very slowly until the rain came to play. It washed all the strips off but one zebra still had stripes and
she felt sad. Riley Costin.
The water slowly dripped off her fluffy face, she stumbled over the rocks. Her raced as lighting filled the sky. That’s when everything changed. Leah Robb.
The zebra strutted along slowly and sadly she felt petrified it was spewing down rain. Xander Weel
The beautiful black and white striped zebra strutted along with clear water dripping her furry face in the dark blue misty sky.
Ellie Balcombe .

In maths the past week we have been looking at area and perimeter. In pairs or individually students are creating a house either for themselves, Santa, elves or a gingerbread man. Their challenge was to ensure it had a chimney for Santa to slide down
as well as some decorative pieces on the house. Now our challenge this week is to work out the area and perimeter of the
house as well as the costing of the decorations per square metre. It’s been a fun hands on activity that all students have enjoyed as well as showing their creativity at the same time. Parents will be able to view their child’s house on Seesaw as well as
the school website by the end of the week.
Just a reminder to check that your child has their school jumpers named as I am collecting a fair few in the yard after lunch
with no name on them, making it a little harder to return to their owners.
Thanks Miss McInnes

———————————————————————————————————————————

From our Student Leaders
———————————————————————————————————
We thought we would take the opportunity to interview some of our grade 2 students this week to give the grade 1
students an insight of what to expect next year.

Ryan
What has been your favourite memory of grade 2 this year? Sports day
What is your favourite subject and why? Maths because I like writing and adding up.
What advice do you have for our grade 2 students next year? Use your manners .
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 3? School Camps.

Logan
What has been your favourite memory of grade 2 this year? Having my friend Kaleb come to
Simpson.
What is your favourite subject and why? Maths and Art as its fun.
What advice do you have for our grade 2’s next year? Try not to be too noisy.
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 3? Might get to make new friends.

Ely

What has been your favourite memory of grade 2 this year? Making new friends.
What is your favourite subject and why? Maths as I feel like I’m good at it.
What advice do you have for our grade 2’s next year? If you show C.A.R.E to other students it will make it easier for you.
What are you most excited about next year going into grade 3? Going into a new playground!

